"REf [1610M, Arr > TL 
4 "HE BO TTOMLESSE. I, 


Fg 


' Pirof Hereſies: ER Noo 
REIN IS SHEWED THAL 


retikes of what ſe ſocuer, are exclude#} | bs 
m the kin _—_— of Heaven, | 


* 1ampany : jy Bo ne pred ie 
#* wo Engliſh, by Joun Pavncurorts * = : 
| the elder ff 7 re, in the time  - 
is baniſhment..” 


| Hoc haberauthoritas matris Ecdlef iz, hoc fandatus | 
veritatis canon: contra hoc robur, , contrahunc - 4: 
inexpugnabilem murum 'quiſquis arietat {-& 
co ingirur.s. Augult.deverb. Apolt.ſerm. IF. 


© Y - - 
"= FY> m 2 In 
av; 0 "Ys bo, 
- E- * * 
. Þ 
, V+ OY 
f " 
- A 
Q py 
A Sk v "+ ae 
. — 
" 


End vn wt, 
© 3s th » 


"a > 


___eMy 
PO pi 
hte Fry Ou 


4 


= 
" . - 
= >" 
» 
. 
a _— 
POE Y 
. 
£, 
"2 
- 
EL : 
. 
, 
. 
* >» 
1 
, .. 
, 
; * 
bl 
. 
d 
x 
” | | 
. 
o . 7 
: by ? Bs of # 
7 + U 
wy » 2 : 
- 
"y Ps 


| / A A LAY 
HE PREFACE OF THE 
Tranſlator, 

Sit hath been often a great griefe 

onto wee toconſder how manie of 

NS) you ( my deare friendes and good * - 

ZR countrey-men ) not all of malice but 
ſome of blindneſſe,ſome other of fooliſh feare,0— 
thers alſo for lacke of inſtrultions and trew in- 

formation of the holy Catholike Church the true 

* ſpouſeof Chriſt, doe daily erre and line m ſc:ſme 

1” andhereſie, dividing your ſelues by that meanes 
from Chriſt his myſticall bodie , and hazarding 
our ſelues to periſh eternally : Euen ſoof late | 
did not 4 litle reiojce,when 1 hit by chance ne — +} 
lite French Treatiſe, which doth Imely expreſſe, = 
and as it were in atable ſet forth ſuch ſuffici= 
ent, true , and mfallible tokens of Chriff bis 4 
Church, that none can bee ignorant that is wil= * 23 
ling to learne, nor no mau left in blindnes that >. 1 
wvill open his eyes to ſee. And al-be-it my. _ 
shill in the french tongue is but ſmall , yerthe 
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| lowe which I beare to you my deare frendgs hat 
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+ ſupplied that want , and gineth me cortge tg arts _ © >. 
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_ the ſaudtreates as well as I could , which I hane 
pt to the print, that you may be partakers of it, 
ruſting that you will accept the ſame as a token 
of my good wil. And if ſhall pleaſe God to ſend 
wy labour ſo good ſucceſſe, as that any of you all 
receine benefit thereby : after due thanks to him 
that is author of all goodnes, 1 pray you remem- 
ber me in your denout prayers , who haue not 
bene unmmaful of you here in this my poore ba- 
 niſhment. And ſo hoping you will excuſe or a- 
mend ſnch faultes as you may finde eyther in the 
granſlation or printing . I beſeeche God ſend 
you ſo much light, as to find the way home again 
to the Catholike Church. Fare you well. 


Yor lowing frinag. 
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THERETH NOT WITH ME, 
ſeattereth abroade. Maria, 12, 


NY ———— — ——_—_— ——_ 


He Faxs T princi- r.Cor.x * 
pall and moſtnecel= 
ſary grounde of all 

woorke agreeable to 

God, is, that it bee 

done i in charitie , in 

vnion of Chriſtians, 

x andi inthe Catholike > 
Clncha arp all that man doth in the ſpi- Tohan.1. - 
rite of the. Catholike Church , is well liked tIohan.s 
before God: forthatiris as it were dipped in - 

the Lloud of his welbeloued ſon Teſus Chriſt - 

in whome he taketh his Good pleaſure: af — | 

whoſe grace and vnRion, all thoſe that bee 


Catholikes be partakers, flowing from him ,, 


_ vppon them as from the head 'v pon the'Gal: . _ 


members. Yea it is Iefus Chriſt im ſelſ6\$;Avguſt. | 
which liueth , which breatherth , vhich E955 -: 

rayeth, and which ſturreth in all thoſe that r=. 0 
þ- Pn: and members of thebodybt yuas,” = 


| 6 THE FIRME FOVNDATION 
Vausiple his Church. He prayeth (ſaithS. Auguſtine) 
0:51 Hrs for vs, he prayeth in vs, & hets prayed to of vs. 
| ant As our Preeſt he prayeth for 5:45 our head,hee 
noſter Te- Prayeth in ws, & as our God, z; prayed to of vs. 
ſus Chri- This is the glory,the ioy, & atſurice of a ca- 
ſtus filius tholike man, that Ieſus Chriſt is in himthe 


4 OI chiefe agent, thewhich for his reuecrence is 


ro nobis —_— wy 
| an :1 no= heard of god in him:8 thisis the true firma= 


bis,8 ora- ment of the Catholikes, more firme then the 
tur anobis: heauen it (elf. [t is.not ſo in heretikes,all that 


vt Sacerdos which is of heretikes , is accurſed and abo- 
noſter,orar 

ro nobis, | SES SMFSLNgONLh ; 
a capatao= Ching , theirprayers , their faſtinges, their 


ſtrum orat almes,al a&ts of religion coming from them 


- Innobis, vt are nothing els bur curſed ſacriledge & pol-. +, 


So 


Deus n0- |ytion. If they ſhould raiſe vp the dead: if 


oo ner , they ſhould bee more vviſe then Angels: 


$ Tgnac.ep If they ſhould haue their faith ſo greateas tO 
| adHicron, mooue mountaines: if they ſhould diſtribute 

.. al their goods tothe cheriſhing of the poore: 
RO If they ſhould keepe heroicall continuall vir- 
inTok,  ginitie : if they ſhould deliuer their bo- 
oO. dies to bee burned : if they ſhould ſhyne 
S.Syp-lib.z with an angelicall holines :all this ſerueth 
deynit.Ecc them for nothing , becing deuided from 


F 


For, ap 3 the body of the Church: all this would not 
Pet, Any thing appeaſe the rigour of the eternall 


Nume, 16, ire of God ypon them. Core, Dathan , and 
Rai | __ Abuon 


mination before God: rheir faith,their prea- 


OF CATHOLIKE RELIGION. 7 
_ _ Abiron, did facrifice tothe ſame God that 
_ ,, Moyles did, yeato the onely true and al- 
| mightie God, butfor that it was donein di- 
_ uiſtonfrd the body of the Church, the earth 
did open and ſwallow them vp aliue, vvith 
-_.. their vynues, theirchildre, their houſeholds, 
| - _ their Tabernacles, andall their ſubſtance: 
{ and moreouer, thefycr of God did conſume 
| 250, of the chiefe that were aſlotiated with 
them, and 14700.of the people,for that they 
murmured at thar juſtice: And the fury of 
Gods wrath had conſumed all the people 
wholy , but for the vehement interceſsion 
and mediationof the Prieſthood of Aaron 
-- whichdid appeaſe the ſame, God doth not 
receaue ſacrifice but of his Prieſts whom he 
hath ordayned far that purpoſe,and thereis 
_ noſeruice whatſocuer agreeable to God but 
* thatofthechildren of his Church, 
| Lernot the heretike flatter himſelfe with 
| - theholyſcriptures , as peruerſeme do abule 
. - allthegifts of God, employing them other- 
| Wiſe thenthey be ordeined by his prouidece: La 
M5 fo doe they Loſe the holy ſcriptures them» —— 
ſelues, That hath been alwaies theclokeof 
| impretie of heretikes , they car agen Loſi 8. Loon” + 
:--— nd gen {rs be eſs Chrift, Gyr SAugue-cpiſt.63% © 
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RR 
* Cont.Chri engines to fight againſt it, The Arians 
ſtumpor- would not agree to any one poynt, if it were 


tant fignit not expreſly inthe {criprure. The Mahome- 


contrag. Fans pretend the Goſpelromake for them, 


.. and allea 
rr auQhoritie. The diueÞ him ſelfe hath cyred 
uaygelio the ſcripture againſ{tour Saujour, & thereof 
goriantur, jr js that hee prepareth ſnares and cordes to 
| ſtrangleſuch as harken to him, making that 
which ſhould bring them life, to be deadly 
ynto them , and conuerting bread into poy= 
ſon, Iris certaine that the ſcripture is g1uen 
vs of God for our ſ{aluation:& this principle 
can not be ſhaken, When the holy Scripture 
ſpeaketh,it is the maieſty of God which doth 
ſhew his truthand his will vato men , vnto 
the which cuery man muſt beare inuiolable 
reuerence,and yeeld vntoir as tothe aſſured 
and infallible vyerdit of God his trueth, ſub= 
mitting all his vnderſtanding tothe yoke & 
obedience of faith : in which ſorte, tharit is 
treaſon to God his maieſty & damnable ſa« 


criledge for the boldnes of humaine vnder- 


ſtanding to gaynſay the ſame, yea or only to 
beſo bolde as to thinke it ; for if any E 


go-7 theſame, he cutteth himſelfe from 
30d , and maketh himſelfea companion of 
the deuel: he is an heretike,accurſed and re-.. ' 

| probate, 


oe the ſame+for their ſoucraigne. 
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probate, & neuer ſhall haue part with God. 
" open vs Paradiſe : it is the way which doth - 


| Jampe which doth lighten vs in the middeſt 
of the darknes of this world;it is the looking 


- ance: tothe which , who ſodoth not bowe 
. downe his vnderſtanding, hee doth oppoſe 


- of the worlde haue made ſhew to- agreeto 


{| - you, youthinke theireye folowe 


OF CATHOLIKE RBLIGION. 


For the holy ſcripture is the key which doth 


-» 


eayde vs. thomle whithdoth reach vs, the * -*: 


glaſſe wherein we belwld-the face of God, 
the royall ſcepter by the which he doth go+ 
uerne his people, the witnes of his good will 
towards: vs , and the inſtrument of his alli- 


himſelfe a gainſt God with an ingratitude & 
deueliſhpreſumption. Now all the heretikes 


this principle, & haue whyted their ruinous 

walles with no other colours than thoſe, nor 

haue no other thing in their mouthes bur 

therexrs of the ſcriptures: what ſhal theſim- 

ple man then doe, hearing the wordeof the -- 
majeſtic of God in the mouth of Catholiques 

andof heretikes ? This is it whereof I would ,, 4 
informe ſuch as haue care of their ſaluation, Ataazr 
and teach them how they ſhall neuerbede- Os / pros * 
ccjued, S. Gregor. Nazianzene fſayeth that partas o= 4. * 
the ſcripture 1s like,vato certaine paynted roſa row 
Images, which what way ſo euer you-rurne cow peri= 


you; YET autas icon 
_ not» os 
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ſyſt in ſome one p6yyt to the workman in- | 

rented, & thoſe that are cunnynge inthart art 
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3xight looke doth con= 


4 e's 
s | F 
. +A4 s 


know it very well. Likewiſe the holy ſcrip- 
ture is tobe taken in many ſenſes, and farre 
more then the ſcriptures of men : for ſo 
much as the ſcriptures do participateof the 
nature of the author : Bur ſo it is that God 
himſelfeis the author of the hole ſcriptures: 


whoſe vnderſtanding being infinit,the ſenſe 


of his ſcriptures may be allo infinite . Not< 


withſtanding there is one proper ſenſe, cer= . 


raine , & aſſured inthe ſcriptures, which the 
holie ghoſt hath vouchſafed to reueale vato 


men,which is the ſenſe of the Goſpel,thatis \ , | 
to ſaye,theright , true, and naturall ſenſeof 
_ the voyce of the Prophets and the Apoſtles, 


which is in effe& the goſpel. For properly the 
Goſpel doth not conkiſt in figures of letters 
and dead chareCters , of the writing of the 


Euageliſts: Thoſe things be bur as an Image - 
of the ſenſe of the Goſpel.Butwil you knowe. 
what is properly the goſpel?Iris theſolemne 


publication of the ſonne of God deſcended 
from the boſomeof his father , &ſhewed in 
fleſhe, for to deliuer mankinde from the 
ſtate of perdition in which hee was, and ſo 


reconcile him to God : giuing power tothe. 


chil» 


OF, CATHOLIKE RBEISTON. ft 
children of Adam , which beleeue in his 
| . name, to be madethechildren of God, re-= 
newing them in him ſelf, and regenerating 
them to God by diuine Sacraments, by the 
which he hath made them partakers of his 
\ Juſtice, of his life,and of his glory, and hath 
\ lifted them vp with him from changeable 
time to the eternitie of his father. S. Paul Roma. © 
doth define the goſpel,to be the mighty power 
of God to ſaluation to al thoſe hs Bs at 
15 to ſay,a vertue ſupernatural,diuinly infu- 
| . fed, ennobling mans nature abaueir ſelf, & 
 eleuating it to adiuine eſtate, the which of 
his owneforce and facultic he could neuer 
 / attaine vnto,no not only conceive theſame: 
it is ſayth Euſebius, that Goſpel which doth 
.|  ſhew thereuelatioof goods, not theſe carth- xþ,.4e 
 ly,periſhable , & which do decay, but of the preparat. 
true, ſoueraigne,diuine,cuerlaſting, and in- Evang. 
corruptible goods promiſed from 4 begin= 
ning of the worlde, and fore-told of all the 
_ Prophets , and that which doeth giue the 
- meanes to get them. To be ſhort,the Goſpel. } 
# "- 5 anewreſurreRion of the world , & as itis 
| faidintheGoſpdll irſelfe, iris the ſeede of 
f eternitie. All the matter is to know whobee 4. 
the true ſowers, and diſpenſators of the mis. 
- ſtcries of the Goſpel, thatbe ſear and _ 
Cc 


- 
—— 


9 4. - 


Phlm.49. And he complaineth him fſelfe in Ezechiel, 


12 THE FIRME FOYNDATION | 
ched of God . ForGod doth not auouche, 


all thoſe whichthruſt them ſelues into this - 


diuine embaſſage, he hath ſaid tothe wic- 


ked : who gaue the charge to rehearſe my 


} 


zuſtices & take my teſtament in thy mouth; 


Ezcch.13. of falſe Prophets which runne without 
ſendinge. They rurne ſaith heard I ſent them 


Math.7. 


not,they ſay the lord hath ſaydit , and I ſayd no 
ſuch worde , Our ſautour him ſelfe by his 
holie mouth doth aduertiſe vs ſaying: Take 
heede of falſe Prophets which come to you mm 
ſheepes clothing , but within they are ranening 
wolues., Now if in thetraficke of this world, 


we feare to medle with a falſe marchant,>, | : 


how much more ought wee to feare in 


the traficke of euerlaſtino ſaluation . If 


| B ; | 
then we wil notbe deceaued, Saine Paule 


therein doth geue vsa true meane, when 
he ſayeth : How ſral they beleene in him whom 
they hane nat hearde? And how ſhall they heare 


. without preachin g ? «nd how ſhal they preach if 


they be not ſent? There neede notſomuch 
diſputing , nor ſo' much making of bookes, 
to confounde the heretickes Men doin a 
manner defile them ſelues when they exami- 
ne their doarine: there is nodoubr but that 
God is greatly offended with the ouermuch 

I'Ce 
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regardethatis geuen vnto them, and thoſe 


_ . Which would that men ſhould hearethem 
reaſon , haue nor the ſpirite of rhe feare of 


\ 


God. An heretike, betvre all other things .. 


| ſhould be aſked not whathe ſayeth , butof 


whom he is ſent, and the markeof his ſen- 
ding.And ſo without any more diſputing he 
ſhalbe confounded and purttofilence. by 


- neuer heretike was ſent of God , ww areall 
|] oftheſpiritofthe dewl, and all condemned 


of God, what ellegation ſo cuer they make 
of the holie ſcriptures . The Samaritanes 


' were heretickes, and did fortifie them ſelues 


with the text of the law of Moiſes. Our ſa- 


our hath condemned them with his owne 


mouth, when being aſked of the Samaritane 


whether God ſhould be worſhipped in Hie- 


ruſalem or in Samaria, he anſwered : you Tohan.4- 


| _ worſbippe that you know not , wee worſhipp that 


wee knowe:the ſaluation is of the Tewes.For itis 
as if he had fayd you Samariranes which 
be diſtrated fromthe Tewes, you ſhall haue 
nothing inthe treaſure of ſaluation,and you 
can notbur erre, This onelie voice thunde- 


rin 'S fro heau&,nou worſhip that you kyow not ,is 


a ſufficient flaſh of lightening to ouerthrow 
al thar theſe diuided felowes frothe Church 


| 7 ran imagine to haue, eytherholic or godlie, - 


Ler 


| 
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_ S.Auguſt. Ter no mibe ouertake by thediuel through 


in Euchirid:; bs: 
ed Laurent 1220rance of this doarine. S. Auguſtin. 


do preach the name of Teſus Chriſt, yer that 
name is not their ſure groud as itis tocatho- 
liques, but remayneth proper to the Church 


which belongeth to Teſus Chriſt , heſhall 
not finde it amongſt heretikes what ſo cuer, 
bur in tytle and ſhew only : the effeof the 
vertue ſhal not be there:they ſound out with 
full mouth, that they holde the ſonne of God 
for the redeemer of the worlde , but not- 


withſtanding after they haue pronounced 


is truly proper vnto them:that they keepe not 
the heade,where of the whole body(which is the 
Church)6y ioyntes and bands being compaited 
Ipt.lib. 3- growethito the mcreaſe of God, And according 
&6. trothis,Opratus properly ſaith thatthe buy]- 
a ding of heretykes 1s but only a wall which 
hath no corner ſtone nor couerture aboue, 
in ſuch ſortethar if they make a gate,he that 
entereth in, is alwaies without, ſubieQro 
wyndes,rayne,tempeſt,theeues,and to wyld 


beaſts. Bur theCatholique Churchis an en 


an 


teacherth vs clearly: that although heretikes | 


only : for if one conlider aduiſedly that BY 


Coloff, 2. thoſe woordes,becauſe rhey ſpoile him of his. ' 
nd vertue & dignitie, that which S Paule ſayth * | 


\ 


tier howſe inghe which God docth dwel 4 } 


of. CATHOLIKB RELIGION. Ty 
and he dwelleth not in any other . Al thar 
which 1s incloſed therein,is conered,well al- 
'ſured,& out of daunger:of the incommody- 
ryes of the ayre,of tneeu es,and of al external 
harme. Furthermore he compareth hereſfie 
to artificial trees, which fowlers faſhion in 
likenes of a naturall tree , hauing theſhew 
of a true tree , bur full of ſnares and of glew, 
where the birdes ſearching;their life, fynd 
their death : whereas the Church is a true 
tree in deede, full of 200d fruits, without ſna- 
res and fraude. But aboue al.S.Cyprian hath xa, geys 
very wel ſayed that hereſy & idolatryebe in vnitate ec» 
che ſamedainnatio,as daughters of the ſame cleſia.| 
 Aather:when(ſayth he) by the comming of 
| Ieſus Chriſt, the light being reueiled vnto 
| the gentyles, and the ſonneof ſaluation ſhy= 
ning to the face of al people , the darknes of 
idolatry was chaſed outof the world, Satan 
ſeing his ſeates and temples deſlate,and his 
Idols forſake of al people on the earth,which 
+ did runne ynto the Churches of Ieſus Chriſt 
hefound a new craft vnderthe felf ſame na- 
meof Chriſtian , to intangle them that were 
not well aduiſed,and to makethem fall from 
the grace of Ieſus chriſt:that is,he hath ſtur- 
| red vp herefies,with the which he hath ſub» +. 
4 ,entcd the fayth : corrupted therruth , and 


broe 


? 


16 THE FIRME FOVNDATION., "i 
| broken, the-vnity of concorde : inſuch ſorte K 
that thoſe whom he can notlonger hold in 
the auncient way of blyndnes , hehath de-' 
ceaued by the error of a new way:& ſo ſpoy- 
leth men euen within the church,deceauing 
them with an other kynd of darkenes, to the 
end that not continuing in the vaitye of 
the Church, they may yet cal them (clues 
Chriſtans, & walking in darknes, they may 
perſwade them ſelues to haue the light: ma- 
king them blinde without perceauing their 
. Þlindnes, yea then when they thinke them 
| ſelnes moſt ſure of thelight. For as heixa MW 
cunnyng workeman to transforme him ſelfe W 
ofreninto an Angel of lighr,heleadeth them. KM 
in to likelihoodes of truth , thathemayſo ' i 
deceiue them in the trurhe : affirming the 'W 
night for day , deathforlife , infidelityefor 
faith, Antichriſt vnder the name of Teſus 
Chriſt. And there is notany abſurditye how 
monſtrous and foule ſo cuer itbe, thathe 
doth not make them receyue, and that very 
greedelye, and-hauing once bleared them 
with his jugling tricks', he heldeth theyr 
iudgements {o faſt rycd and hampered, thar 
they can not ſee the viry open and manyfeſt 
truthe; ſo thathauing now no more rotte in 
God,they be caſt intoareprobareſenſe, rur- | 


4) 
a 
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Or CATHOLI kn RELIGION, T7 
ning to their own deſtruction al thatis pre= 
| ſented vnto them; &ſticke not now to ſtand 
and fight agaynſt God him ſelfe . Novv, to 
them which ſuffer the(elues to be deceiued, 
it happeneth'( ſayeth S. Cyprian) for not 
ſearching the truth of faith by the right 

vvay, according to the direQion of pur hea- 
ucely maſter, who dothſend vs to the chayer 
of S.Peter, vvyhich of his proper authoririe 
by prerogatiue he hath ordeined to be head, 
& as the fountayne & roote of his Church. 
And this was a greate benefit of God,thar he 


hath giucn a certaine ſeat to his Church, 


as aunciently was the chayre of Moyſes , to 


& . - the end thatinthe doubtfull points of faith, 


memyght hanea place t6 reſort vnto , as to 


. ._ acertaine Vniuerſite,toreceiue theyriudge- 
mentand reſolution,& ſotokeepethe vnurie 


of faith among ſo many diuers nations that 
| were to enterinto the Church, 

This is certainely the point whereby all 
heretikes in the world haueperiſhed , doe. 
petiſhnow,, and ſhall al wayes periſh: for 
that they likenot, nor ſauour not the Sacras 
mer of the vnity offaith inthe vniuerſal bro 
therhood of the Church , nor. acknowledge 
© - that there jsonecertaine Church , the only 

- mother of allthe children : a , Whichis 
xr ON- 


\ 


*” 
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onely holie, Carholike , ard Apoſlolike! 
ynto whom leſus Chriſt her ſpoule & head 
hath gwen the charaQar of theorder of his 
eternall Prieſthood, the keyes ot therealme 
cf heauen, and aM au{thoritie ouer his houſ- 
hold : vuto whome he hathpromiſcd aſfi-: 
ſtance of his holie ſpirit vntil the end of the 
yvorld:in vvhomis the yvil of God, the for- 
eiuenes of {innes, and the diſtribution of 
graces:vvhoonly hath the yvord of God in 
keeping,the pure doQtrine of the Goſpell,the 
true vie of Sacraments:to whom only there= 
fore doth appertaine to iudge of the true 
ſenſe of the holy ſcriptures, and todecyde 
the controuerſics of faith rhat riſe among - 
men : whoſe tdoements in earth be miſe 

in heauen : vvhich Church , being but one 
and vndiuided infanth, yet extending it (elf 
in her communion as the beames of the ſun 
as long and as wideas the whole world, ene 
creaſinge & multiplying dayly withoutend 
or liait , continueth inſeparably vnited to 
her head , as the beames tothe body ofthe 
ſunne,not liuing bur of his grace, not brea» 
thing bur of his ſpirit, and notſeeing butof. 
his light : and whoſo cucrkeeperh nor this = 
vnitie,hekepeth nor the law of 6d he hath 

no faith, & lic can neyther haue the life 
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OF CATHOLI1KE RELIGION, WW 7 
| the ſaluation of Teſus chriſt. It is S, Paul him Epheſs ; 
4 -. felfthat teacheth this Sactamer of the ynitis 3 
of faith in the vniuerſalitie of the Churche 
as there is not ( ſaieth he) burone ſole God, 
| Jord and father of all,fo there is but one faith 
} onchope,onetruſt,one bodie,one ſpirit: the 
.J- head of which bodie,is the ſonneof God Ie. 
Y Aſus Chriſt who being himſelfthe ſpring of 
3 Iyfe cuerlaſting, doth inſpire life to all the 
 bodie, & doth furniſh it daily vvithſtrength 
by his holy ſpirit. Who ſocuer is not amem« 
ber of that bodie, can nor rake life of the 
ſpirit of Teſus Chriſt : he is aſtraunger, heis 
# prophaned:heisanenenue, heisdead , drie 
| :' and withered without moiſture of all diuine 
| grace, and hathno part of the promiſes and 
rewards of Teſus Chriſt: heis the braunche 
cut from the true ſtocke , appointed to the Tohp,co;: 
fyer to be burned, If any of thoſe which were 66, 
our of the Arke of Noe were ſaued , thoſe 
alſo ſhalbe ſaued vvhich are foundeourot 
the Arkeof the Church. If the tiuer cur from 
his ſpring dryerh not vp: if the braunch di» 
uided from the tree cap bear ftuir:# ths . 4 
meinber cut from the bodie can takes ble © 3 
_ of theſame bodie : then alſothe manthatig my 
Guided and cur Sh Chureh , ſhgiling 
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20 THE PIRME POVNDATION 
of Ieſus Chriſt. Hecan not have God for bis 
father , which wil not haue the Church for 


his mother : and he can not be vnited with 


God, which is not vnited with the Church. 
Ar the ſame inſtant that man doth ſeparar 


him ſelfe from the Church, he dicth fio Ieſus + 4 


Chriſt, and leefeth the grace of the holy 


eboſt. For cuc as the vniuerſal ſenſiblelight : ; 


1s tyed to the bodie of the ſonne- which doth 


ſpread and diſtribute it toall theworld, in 


the abſence: wherof , there 1s nothin o but 


darknes : cuen fo al grace of reconciliation 


to God, was annexed to the bode of Teſus 


Chriſt :. yea to this bodie of his which dayly 


eroweth by increaſeof the choſen , PR = 


nate to ]yfe euerlaſting ,, which is the bodie 
of the Church, which he doth gather LOge- 
ther, taking ourtfrom the heape of mankynd 
all men of good will , which haue bene, are, 
and ſhajbe, tothe end of the world : out of 
which bedic there is but the wrath and ma- 


Icdiftion of God . Search where you will:our 


of this Church, you ſhallfynd nothing bur: 
death. To be ſhort, he which is notinthe-' 


"Church hath no God:he hath his'owne pro= 
per mdgement, his phantaſte,and his ovvne 
preſumption for his God:: he maketh him 


ne 


| 
{clfe an Idol, & dothworſhip only his owne . | 


| 


| e® CATHOLIES RELIGION eh. _ 
imagination in place of God. If ſuch a man 
_ calleth him ſelfe a Chriſtian,thatjs as the di= 
uil often ſayerth he is Chriſt: and if he be kil= 

| ledforhis herefie,thatis no marterdom,bur 
the teward of his hereſte , whichis notyet 
"#pitged by his own death. Dying he goeth 


\  toyeeld and ioyne him ſclfe eternally tothe 


darkenes, vvhich he hath vvorſhipped , and 
to his head yvhichis the diuel. Pere 15 No 
martirdom- nor death'pretious before God 

bur in thecatholique Church: in the vyhich 


_ only is the grace of the Goſpel of Teſus Chriſt 


the which only ſhe dothpreach in finceritie 
_ andtruth, and without any hazard or poſſt- 


\c bilitie to erre : becauſe ſhe taketh her di- 
_ ©. re&ion of the holy Ghoſt, 8 of the tradition 


of the Apoſtles , and ofthe holy ſcriptures 

together : yyhich be the three grounds ſer 

doyyne by- the holy ſcripture it ſelfe: the 

vvhich doth ſhew that not ſhee only buyl- 2-Thefl, 2, 1} 

deth vp the Church, butis alſoholpen of Ts =—I 
the traditions of the liuely voyceof the A- —_ 

_polUes, ro the vvhich ſheoften times refer- ciſtis, fue 

_ xreth men.Keepe(ſayth S.. Paul)the traditions per lermoe 


 . which you haue learnedof me , be it by word or 2m, five » 


by our epiftle, &it is writen inthe AQtes of the F— "Pon 
Apoſtles that inal places where S.Paule paſ- lnnofis 


 ſedby,herecommended tothe Churchesze & 16. 
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hepe the ordinances of the Apoſtles @ of the el= 
ders: which were thinos not written, VVhen 


che Apolites had plated the Golpel hey did. | 


notſayal things atone timenorin one houre 


nor wrote all that they ſayed; bur according 
as occa(ion was giue, they planted their do+- 
rine: ſothar the holy Scripture which wee 
haue of the Apoſtles and of the Euangeliſts, 
3s not ſo much afull doQrine of faith, as a 
witnes of the faith that they preached, Now 
if we will go higher: the law of Moyſes con« 
ſiſted noleſſein tradition than in writing: 
and notonly the ſenſe but theletrer and text 


thereof was tobe learned by tradition, For- 


_ they had the ſcriprurs in maner bur by half: 

the poynting beeing not yet putto the He= 
brew texr , Butthe holy Ghoſt alwates hath 
informed the Churchof the true traditions 
and the jrueſenſe of the ſcripture, in ſuch 
ſorteas the Church and the holy ſcripture 
are ſo linked together , thatthey both bee as 
an indiſſolued cheyne of gold. The Church 
is not aboue the ſcripture, but the authority 
of the Church doth ſhew the true ſcripture, 
And when the Church hath neede of whol« 
fome information, ſhe doth goe tothe ſcrip= 
ryre; & if rhere Leany darknes in the ſcrip= 
pure,the holy ghoſt is giuen to the Church 


tor 


OF CATHOLIKB RELIGION gy 2}ﬀco ;'Yw 
| fortointerpret theſame, Euenſo in the olde "" 
lawin all difficulties thatroſe, rhe lawe of 
|Moyſes ordained that they ſhould go tothe 
high Prieſt for the time being , & that they Denr.19 
ſhould follow his v erdit , not turning eyther Malack.s, | 
to the right ſide or the left, vponipaine of 
death, The Prophets alſo ſent themthether, 
andin the Goſpel it ſelfe our Sauiour com» 1, 1g; 
maundeth,thar if any obey not the Church, : 
he be degraded from the name of Chriſtian, 
and holden for an Eathnike: let no man now 
ſecke excuſes in a corner, God hath ap= 
poynted at al times the Prieſts of the church 
preſent , toindzethe preſent controuerſles: 
and willeth that men ſhould repayre vnts 
them: his holy ſpirit aſsiſteth them to that 
end, Hehathnotpromiſed vs in them more 
then inorher men , example of holines : bur 
he hath promiſed vs by them the Oracles of 
his trueth.Oh thart all thoſe that doe errein 
fairh did know the vertue of this name Ca- 
tholike, and the horror of the name Heri- 
tike : how the Catholike in his faith , doeth 
renounce his own reaſon, his own iudgemet 
his vaderſtanding, his will,and al his ſenſes, 
for to harken fimplie and abſalutly vnto 
that that the church dorh teach: how on the 
- contrary ſide, the heretike doth ground and. 
| B 4 build 
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build his faith vpon his owne iudgement. 


They ſhould knowe that the name Catho- ; 
- like, is a name of repoſe in God : a name vt-_ 
rerlic denying himſelfe, tothe end hee may _- 


be onerwhelmed in God : and that to leane 
and ſtaievpon the Church ,.is to leane and 
ſtaie vpon God himſelfe , and that contraric 
wiſe to ſtay vpon him ſelfe , that 15 to ſaye 
ypon his owne iudgement, is to ſtay him- 
ſeife vpon the deuill:they ſhould know that 
the Church teacherh the people faithfullie, 
and thar ſhee is aſsiſted of the Holie Ghoſt; 


_ thatſhee hath the true traditions of the A= 


poſtles: and doth take rhe ſcripture inthe E- 


uangelicall ſenſe ,ſayeth nothing of her ſelf, 


putteth nothing of nevve, docth not make 


any article of faith: bur onely giueth vvitnes 


of the Euangelicall ſenſe, and diſcerneth the 
good from the euill paſture, euen as the 


holy Ghoſt doth reucale to her in common, 


And contrariyviſe that the heretike is nor 
ſtirred but of his owne particuler ſpirit: hath 
not any-tradition butof his own proper ma= 
king : taketh the ſcripture inaſenſe by him 
ſelf inuented : handling the ſame as if him 
ſelf yvere the author: making him ſelfa pro=- 


phetto him ſelf,and wmdge of God:and fom- 


times ſetterh himſelf aboue al that which1s 


God 
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OF-CATHOLIXE RELIGTON, Bp 
| _ God: in ſomuch that he doth mdge by his 
...-_ ovyne priuart ſenſe, the eternal yvyord of 
.*. * God:inſuch ſortas al herefie maketh anevy 
paradox, & putteth a new ſen{e,neuerEuan= 

ocl1zed,not of the holy ghoſt, bur inueted of 

Satan , by the mouth of one particular man, 
4 The ſpirit of God is not particular, but com= 
4 © mon: and the ſame is in common to the 
| Church,to whom hath bene giuen the aſſu- 
'|  rance of the holy Ghoſt, roſhew vato herall r.Tim.z 
= trueth: in ſuch ſort, thar,as itis certain that S. Auguft, 
., theholy Ghoſt is authourof the ſcripture: ſo b.12.conf, 


4 | 


/j Wit certaine that the holy Ghoſt is the ſoule Verkar Ry 
| and lifeofthe Church, by vvhoſedireQtion &@ gomine 
| , ſhe can neuererre, for vvhich cauſe S.Paule non mea, 
| 
{ 
| 
| 


doth cal her thepiller & ground of truth. And nec illius, 


—" A, 


\ 


 thisis itthat S.Auguſtin did confeſſe,O Lord tis, 
ed omni 
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| 
| _ (faye ww rruth is not mine nor this mans, noftrum, 
or that mans:but it is enerie mans who thou pub- quo ad cs 

it Jkly calleſt ro the communion therof warning vs munionem 
| rerribly that we take great heed to chaleng that Publicevo= | 
in priuat,leſt ſowe be viterlie deprmedof . For 95 ibi- 
4 | | litradmo=- 
2? hewbich ſpeaketh of his own telleth 4 lye:and as ,Q, ve pri 
*.- . many particular opinions as aFF in the world uatam ves 

. fo many bannors are there diſplayed by the-ritatem ha- 
.. . deuil. Arrue catholique doth eſtrange him Þ<anus ne 
ſelf as much as he can from all particular 27m" 


- Opinions, and from al attributing tohimſelby,,, x, 
Enos ” -,” M ' 
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36 THRFIRME FOVNDATION 
his being, his liuing,his|power8cknowledge, 
and neuer doeth vſe theſe termes: ſam, I 
can, wil ,as for me, this is my opmion, and ſuch 
like ſpeaches,which betermes'of diueliſh ar® | 
rozancie, Hedares not ſo much as to ſay of | 
him ſelf that he is a part of Chriſtendom, | 
ftanding as it were by lum ſelf alone:but hols |}. 
deth this for a principal thathecan not ſo 
much asthinke any thing,that good is with= 
out the tontinuall dependance of God , and 
inſtrucion of the Church :varo whom inall + 
fimplicitie,and in deep humlitie, heleaueth | 
him ſelfro be edified and inſtructed, enen as 
a litle childe of his mother : ſo thatiris in a 
maner eaſter ito plucke a ſtarre out of the ele= || 
ment, then to plucke a true catholike our ' |: 
of the boſome of the Church. Litle Iacob 
when Rebecca his mother commanded him 
to faigne him ſelf to his father that he vvas * 
Efau,to get therby his bleſſing, he anſwered 
©, likea childe, that hefeared leaſt thedeceir 
» being diſcouered , he ſhould procure him: 
_ (elfmalediQtion.in ſtead of benediAtion: bur 
Genel: 27+ then his morher ſaicd to him, that malediis 
' ©» (myſonne) be vpon me:only obay thou my 
» vVoyccin that] commaundthee : which he ©; 
» did , and was bleſt: cuen ſoitis inourobe® *, 
gience tothe Church. Itthe Church thonls ho 
Le | _ 3 
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OF CATHOLIKE RELIGION. 27 
—dectiue ys,then ypon her berhe maleditio, 
to vs doth appertain the glory of obedience, 
| © with thewhichwee be very wel aſſyred to 
_ obteyn the cuerlaſting benediion,Burnow 
| rheChurchcannordeceiue vs,yea Ifay fur 
| - ther, thatthe iniquitie of him thatis in the 
| Churchjjis better,that is toſay, is leſſe dam= 
|  nable then the good works of him whichis 
es in hereſte, For if one of the houſehold of the 
' churchhayeſfinned,hehathbut committed 
| that {inne wherein hes fallen: the which is 
|. blotred outbypenanceinthe Church , and 
hee may obteine the promiſes of the king= 
dome of heauen:but hewhichis fallen out of 
the Church,ſfinneth alwaies, & in all thathe 
doth : for all that which 1s nor of faith, is ſing 
as Saint Paul ſaith. Yeaalthough he do pen= 
ance,yetcan he obteinno pards, becauſein 
the ſocietie where he is,thereis no remiſsion 
of ſinnes:thereis no good worke meritorious, 
no penance, noyerrue to be rewarded with 
life everlaſting where faith is not : and that 
perſon doth not fruirfullic fulfill any com- 
mandement of God which doeth not ful- 
fall the ſame in the Church, The pretended 
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+ good workes of thoſe which bee our of the 
+ Church) beelikea ſwift running outof the 
{ \,, way, and like great paines taken for a mat< 
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terofnothing,where noreward is to begot= 


ten. He which runneth out of the liſtes, ſhall 5 | 
neuer carrie away the price: he muſt be firſt 


within the barriers of the church leing thar 


the courſe of 500d workes ſhall be crowned - 


O 


according to the merits of the rizhteouſnes 
of each one: I meane according 4s euery one | 


ſhall ſhew himſelfe valiant and couragious 


in Chriſtian ſpirit,and according as the new 


regenerat man in him hath brought foorth 


due fruits; and effets of his regeneration. 


O 


There is no eood without the ſoucraigne 


goog. .The ſoueraigne good,is God.God,[c- 
us Chriſt, and the Church , arethree chings 


_coherentand faſt ynited together. Thees| I's 


no accelle to God , but by [eſus Chriſt: and 
thereis no acceſle to Teſus Chriſt, burby the 
Church: let no man (ſayeth S. Ambroſe ) 
accept good workes,done before faith, Faith 
is the | ar of good vvorkes, vvithour the 
vyvhich they be dead , & be notto berewar- 


_ ded with life euerlaſtins: faith is the ſoule of 


our {oule,the EbBanceaf man,in ſuch ſorte 


as man without faith is without ſubſtance. + 
Trucitis that an heretike renouncing his 


O 


herefteis ſtrajohtwaics cleane,and 1 incorpo- 
rated againe tothe Chnrch,S asa membe 


Church 


partaker of theprayers of all the vnigerſall "ks 


. * of i 99 yi COS . V7 _ 
- . « 


ans - 
Ls <a 
\ 


* 


| Of CATHOLIXE RELIGION, ag. 
8 Church, he is made worthie of the bodie of 3 
+. Jeſus Chriſt,after he hath purelie & cntier- Tohn.Clim +} 
lie renounced his hereſie: in which caſe a $724&-15+ 
fornicator repenting hath need of teares & 
of time to be throughly clenſcd , and to ex= 
__ tinguſh vrterlie the concupiſcence which 
| hath occupyed the ſoule,and defaled the bo= 
dy, thereliques of the one being harder to 
be healed,then of the other:bur Ft e one & 
the other die in their ſinne, the heritike ſhall 
carie a more rigorous mdgement than the 
fornicator. This poynt then is without con= 
' tradition thatin all the yniuerſall worlde, 
| thereisbutone onely Church, vvhich doth 
| ,- adminiſter eternall life : vvhich hath the 
* keyesof the kingdome of heauen: in vvhich 
F oe deeds berevyarded vvith life euerla- 
B Ing: which drawing out of the holy Scrip= 
ures the right line of interpretation both 
| Ppropheticall and Apoſtolicall according te__.. 
|- _ theſenſethathathbjn 7 tw ined taught, © 
-__ geucth herchildren aſſured certentie of the 
4 _.eood paſture,& knowledge of the euil :who 
Who ſo obeyeth not,ſhal neuer ſee God, For 
_ - this cauſe S. Paul according -to the care 
which he had more then fatherly of the fal= .. 
- _ uation of men, doth exhort very carneſily 
 -, tp be careſull, to kepe the vnitze off] _ | 
) ; = 7 Wwiucn 
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THE PIRME FOVN DATION, 
which is to holde rhemſclues , 1oynt , firme, 


and locked in the boſorte of the Churches - 


knowing that euery where out of the {ame 


dwelleth death, and-that cuerie particular | 


aſſemblie our of the ſame is the Synagoge of 
Sathan. All diuinitie out of the Church is 


vaine,falſe,baſterdy,confuſe;ful of deceit 8 


1;npietie. When the heretikealJeageth words 
cf the Goſpel thar is now no more (ſayeth 
S, Hierom )the Goſpel of God. The Goſpel 
in their mouth becommeth the worde of 
man, 6 the word of the deuill: the trueth is 
| poyſoned by their leauen, in ſuch forte that 

3tis altogether volike tot ſelfe;: wherein they 


| Fareas the falſe and leude counſeilors of a © 


Prince or ſtate, who in giuing counceil re- 
dounding to their owne particular profit, & 
not of the Prince or comntbn wealth,do bee 


tray thePrince and the common wealth:eue 


fo the heretiks be traitors to God and to the. 


: Holy ſcriptures, And let no man be deceiued 
if ſometimes they ſeeme to teach the ſame 
doctrine rhat the catholiks do:berweene the. 
rrue and the falſe thereis buta hears diffe= 


rence.But now ſuppoſe they preached inal 


& throughour the {eif-ſame dodrin of faith 
»» & Sacraments , as thecatholikes doe : thar 
” they bee allo | otherwilc irreprehenſible of 
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-., though they ſpend their bloud for thename ,, 
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| the workes of mercy , and the gforious con-"? 


. ſogreat importanceas the creed of thefaith, 


theſame there is no ſaluation.” 


or of any down-right-pitch,conceiuing the 


hprrour of ceernall Jearh; And to fall ow 
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their life in external honeſtie : yea finallie ;; 


of Jelus Chriſt: all this notwithſtanding,fith S. Auguſt. 5} 
they make a body apart, and holde not the fb. fide al Þ 
vnitie of the Catholike Church they bein Pe | 
ſtate of perdition, The vſcof the Sacramets, ?? 


ſeſsjon of the name of leſus Chriſt cannor 
profit bur vnto him which is inthe vnitic of 
the catholike Church. Which vnitievvho 
holdeth nor, hee diuideth the body of Teſus 
Chriſt, whichis one and inviſible: and his 
Church hath not two bodies, Jeſu Chriſt « 
»ot denided(ſaith S.Paul)and that poynt is of 


- 
"- *" 


which is daily ſong in the Church doth ex= 
preſlely ſhew that there is but one church to 
the end thatall men might know thatoutof 


| Such as come near the brinkof a deep pit, 


hotrour of temporol death,al trembling they 
xetier far off, forfeareto faltherein:bur there 
6s notany deep pit ot down-right-pitch or 
peril whatſocuer in this worlde. wherein a 
man ſhould conceine ſo much fecare to fall as 
into hereſjc. For in all herefie dvvelleth the 
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the aſſured firmamenr of the Church in to _ 


herelie,is to fall from cleauing to God to the _ . 


bottomles pitof himſelf: which is as the fall 
of Satan, when he was headlongethrowen 
 downefrom heauento hell. Let vs then take 
heed good Chriſtian people of ſeperating of 
our ſclues , hoyv litle ſo cuerit be, fromthe 
catholike Church , no, not in one only litle 
thought: let vs yeeld vaiuerſallie to all that 
the Church doth teach , without reſeruing 
any thing,whar ſocuer it be, to our particu- 
larjudgement,againſt the indgement of the 
Church. Looke how much any manreſer- 
ucth to his owne reſolution , vpon his owne 
proper ſenſe,in matters of faith:ſo nigh he is + 
-rothelofle of his life, ſofarre is he in darknes 
of errour,ſo near is he to death, fo much di- 
uided from God , ſo faſt cleaueth he to the 
deuil. Farre from all thoſe which haue care 
of their owne cuerlaſting ſaluation be thar 
deadlic preſumption, which would ſhare his 
faith with the Church:thatis , would make 
a choiſe and particular ſeparation of the 
points which it plea(cth him to beleceue',: or 
not to belceue with the Church: asif that _ 
ſide whereunto,by our owne direCtion , wee | 
refolue toleane,were to vs a better evidence 


Church 


and cleere a teſtimonie then the vniuerſall. . Þ. 
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Of CATHOLIKE RELIGHON, 23 
Church.This is, in verie deed to cenſure the. 

. Church and to make our {clues iudges of 
the Church, and of the holy Ghoſt alſo: 
vvhich teacheth her, This is to be totoo | 
much i2norantof our own ignorance,weak- 
nes, and meaſure of ouroyyn ſtateand con«= 
dition. The iudgement of one particular ma, 
how wiſe ſo euer he may be; is bur asa lnle 
candle in the darknes of the night, the which - 

_ giverhlighr ſcantfower or fiue paſesin cer- . 

_ cumferece,butis incotinent obſcured & in=- 
uironed with the exceding force of vniuerſal 
darknes\Vherthe Circa. (whichas S.Ilohn OS 
fayeth , 5s clothed with the ſuinne , haning the © os 
moon vnder ber feet ) doth caſt herbeames © 
vpon the face of the whole earth, raking her * 
brightnes from aboue,8& drayving herli ghe 
out of the ſea of the /ntell;gence dinine. A way 
(ſay I ) vvith this preſumprion : farrebeir - 
from all our frends : farre from the choſen © 
andcleR of God: farrefrom all thoſe, vvho 

S hauc an erneſt deſire of their ovyn ſalua» 
. tion,and would willinglie forſakethis vvorld .. 
-- toſee Godeternallie,and to arraine vnto the 
gloricof eternal felicitie. A vvay vviththis 
raſhenes. of -particularities in opinions feue=- 
|: redfrom thechurch, This is the verie cockle  - 
& * of vvicked ſpirits, This is the vvay to fall in- | 
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| $4 THE FIRME FOVNDATION © +. | 
j to the handes ofthe Deuill : vvho being not | 
able to vvounde a man to death,by making * | 
him to forfake the Church abſolutely , Joth 
{1 yet vvound and disfigure the integritie,and 
1d fincere purenes of a chriſtian,in this pointat 
j leaſt, that nowe he is notſound and ſincere, | 
nor ſucha oneas the beautic and ſtare of a } 
| Auguſt, Chriſtianrequireth, Deformedis that member | 
|  Turpis eſt (faith S. Auguſtin) which & not conformable. 
i emnispars '2othe whole, Rather ſuffer the ſoule to be di- 
I RW from the body, withall the torments 
J congruens. © the worlde, than to bee deuided from the 
\*  ,, Church, orto diſſenr from the Church n 
\, any oneiote onelie, or in any one ſole litle | 
,, point. He that would agreewith thechurch '* | « 
1nall,cxcept oneonly poynt, is nota catho= 
| 3- ,, like. Fairhis moreindiuifiblethan the beams 
| . * ,, of theſunne:itis notto be holden by halues: 
It is a gift of God,and a grace infuled:& the 
gifts of God are perfite, For concerning |. 
fairh,who ſo euer faileth inone article is cul | 
pablein all. And heis no les drowned,which | 
-45 but- ewo fingars ouer-head in water, than 
heoticiiitandred fathoms dieper. A_ 


mansfaith,cye,and honour,are three things {| 
3 


33 


= -Hharcannor endure robe hurt or impared 
 howlidle focuerir be. Many of them which 
haneyet ſome liuelic roote in the Church; * | * 


4 


/ 


OF CATHOLIKBE RELIGION. 35 
*& hare herefie , do giue ro themſelfes ſome 
- times |ibertie to blame or conremne certaine 
obſeruances and ceremonies of the Church, 
as in theiropinions vnprofitable. 

- Theſe lodoe dangerouſlie erre , befides, 
that they ſhew herein their beaſtlines and 
} - 1gnorance:for nothing vniuerſallie recejued 
| inthe Churchis of {mall conſequence, or 
importance . And vnworthie are rhey to 
haue any place in the Church, & to be par= 
takers of the Sacraments of eucrlaſting life, 
which doe diſagree with her in the leaſt 
-poynt that a man can thinke of. Men ought 
with more reuerence toiudgeof ſuch things 
aSareapproucd and allowed of the vniuerſal 
C hurck, When men debate of humain mat= 
ters. let.then humain reaſon take place : bur 
 inthedofrine of faith , the onely authoritie 
of the Church ought to rule. Itis nor for vs 
|. To takevponvs to.confirme , and eſtabliſh 
| thatwheruntowe muſt obey. Ve muſtin al 
| ſubmit ourſelues wholieto her mdgemenr, 
- without exception of any thing, wharſgeuer 
| tbe:Forſo ſooneas faith is ſcuered fromthe 
Y :Sanuarie of the Church , ſheeis-out of her 
natural element : ſhe hath no more vital ſpit» 

. rit. The Church hath ſecret motiues & con» 
" fiderations tending to the vrilitig &preſer- 
: Lb EN = 4 Sa uation 
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g6 THE FIRME FOVNDATION 
uation of her vniuerſall familie , incompre- 
henſible to any one priuate perſon : yet not- 
withſtanding they haue theyr foundations 
and grounds verie firme ar.d ſure. The moſt 
excellent Philoſophie rhat euer vvas in the 
world,is that of Abrahz, which Philo deicri- 
beth. He reduced al the effeRs of the ſecond 
cauſes to rhe firſt cauſe immediatlic : he did 
not attribute ro the ſunne,, the light of the 
day: nor toclouds theraine : nor tocyes the 
{ight: nor to cares thehearing : nor toother 
next inſtruments of ſenſe the cauſe of their 
facultie,notto the feet force to goe:not breas 


thing tothe lunges : not concoction to the 


{fiomak: not to trees and ſeeds their yerclie 
fruits: but hereduſed all things immediatlie 
to him onlie vyvhich ſpredeth abroad his 
benignitie,and beneuolence largelie, frank- 
Jie,and freelicinallplaces:he bendeth all his 
forces to him alone, hoping by him only 
ayded: and ſtaying him ſelf vpon him 
only:neither truſting vpon heaue,nor vpon 
earth,ayer;beaſts, plants or rootes, with in- 
tent toloue them as cauſes. And(as a man 


may ſay ) he trauerſed through all the ran= 


\kes and -troupes of the hoſt of all ſecond and 
inſtrumentall cauſes appertaining to the 
OE conemie or general diſpoſition of the vnis | 


UCte 


\ 
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| _ OF CATHOLIXE RELIGION. 9p 
tterſall.nature, forto approche vnto the ſoue... 
| © ©- raignhead: the Creator of ſubſtances : the  _ 
giuerof formes : the firſt mouer:firſt cauſe, 
. and cauſe of cauſes : to the end to loue him 
only , and to giue him only thankes for all 
/ benefits receiued . And this Philoſophic of 
Abraham was as a ſhining beam of the in« 
nocencie of nature beforeſinne : whichin- 
nocencie conſiſted in cleauing wholie to 
God, & depending vpon God in all things: 
notreſting vpo himſelf, nor ypon any crea= 
ture : whereupon alſo God loued him more, 
and was more reueciled to him, then to thoſe 
_ that loue the ſecond cauſes, and ſearch 
"+ deeplie in to them , not ſatisfied otherwiſe 
with the firſt. In like maner in matters of 
faith, thoſe which doereſt altogeathervpon © 
the Church ſhal rather be illuminated of  —+ 
the holy Ghoſt, than thoſe vvhich doe noe 
give credit to her, but ypo a caution or con- 
dition of ſome natural reaſon. Ifany would 
know the vvay how to render arcaſon of his 
faith , and of all obſeruancesof the Church 
$. Peter thereunto doeth exhort him. Andin 
deed the ſtudie of ſuch a ſcience is the moſt 1.Pet.ze 
noble and moſt worthie thatis in the world: 
 enlylethimbe humble, and holde this fora. 
| * principleor maxime: though hevnderſtan= 
MO Re C 3 deth 
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5 THE FIRME FOVNDATION 
dethnot the reaſon of any obſcruances : yet + 
notwithſtanding the ſameis grounded yp- - 
on ſome 1uſt reaſon aboue his capacitie. And 
when he hath layed for his ground this hu- 
militie, and comming afterward to ſearch 
the. motives and reaſons of the Churches || 
then the knowledge of the generall diſpoſt= -/ 
tion , and gouernement of the Church ſhall _ 
teach him conſiderations more deepe, more 
excellent, more ample, more comfortable, 

and ſhall replenith his mynde with a cleerer , 
light than the knowledge of all Naturs wor» © | 


kes : and therein he ſhall take more pleaſure, 
than ifhe had in is head the colleRions and 
eatherings of all the knowledge in the world * : | « 
faſt ſowed one to an other, and coulde ewe | 

a reaſon of the whole diſpoſition of na» 
-. tural things in al parts ofthewholeframe | 


of this worlde.. 
Sinefius, j_Jn.the primitiue Church, Smeſiws the grear 


Wi 


of philoſopher called by Chriſtians to theftare w 
' of a Biſhop, would not accept the ſame , bur |. 
with reſeruation of ſome opinions of the *-|-” 
ethnical philoſophie, Thefathers condeſcen- 

ded to his deſire, MEAT theſclues, thatſo 
excellenta wit would cafilie caſt off all thoſe 

 reſeruations of his philoſophical folie,by cos |. 
ference with wiſe and learned men. of the © 

0s EE _X 
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- rous for ſuch folk ypon the nf mona 


OF CATHOLIKE RELIGION YyS 
church.And in deed this learned man being 

«. made Biſhop, did ſoone caſt away al reſer= 
uations of his ſeueral opinjons : and confor= 
med him ſelf in al poynts to the church,co- 
demning himſelf, and deriding his own vas 
nitie, proceding ratherfrom the rootof folie 
and pryde ofa philoſopher , than of malice, 
And truele to addi him ſelfobſtinatlieto 
ſome particularities of opinions againſt the 
vniuerſalitic, ir is the part ofonethatis ig-- 
norant of the firſt elements & principles of 

_ Chriſtianitie: and a token of aſhort and fee- 
ble iudgement, that hath a verie ſmal beam 
of brightnes,6c is ſo pooreof vnderſtanding 


' as he is notableto conceiue that the riuer 


which he dwelleth next vnto, is much leſle 
than the Ocean ſea : and that the ſtarres be 
much greater the they apear to his eies:eſte= 
ming the greateſt things that he knoweth 
to be the moſt that god can do in thatkynd: 
_o conſidereth bur one thing onlie, where 


| -— heought toconſideran hunared thouſand, 


Pp erſwvadin g him (elf euermore to haueinthe 
compaſſe of his braine , all that God is able 
_ todoe,orwil do , meaſuring all things by his 
- owncapacitie, and ſufficiencie:which js not 
onlic an extreme folic, but alſo verie dange» 
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THE FIRME FOVNDATION 
the diuell will throwe them ſelues from the 
high Pinacle of thet Temple-downe' to the 


oround: I meane from the firmament of rhe 


Church,to the bottorales pir of herefie. Wil 
we then be aſſured neuer toerre, & to haue 

our 7 omg quiet,peacible amog al thewherl- 

windes and tempeſtes of hereſies 2 this is 
theonly mean: he that walketh in the ſpirit 
ofthe Church, is the high-way : hee goeth .- 
not in darknes: he goeth by date,and ſetteth 
ſure footing, The Church..is to him a bul- 
warke of quietnes,a wall of brafle,a ſtaymore 


 furerhen thEfirmament of heauen: yea,I ſay 


truely,motETure than the firmament of hea« 
uen, For rather the heauen ſhal fal in pieces, 
and all rhe whole frame of the worlde ſhall - 
fallinto copfuſion,& nature ſhal erre;rather 
than the Church ſhall cometo errourinthar 
doctrine of theſaluation , which ſheedoeth 
teach her children. And good reaſon:for her 
ynderſtanding is higher than the ynderſti» 
ding of all nature:for it is the vncreated yn» 
derſtanding, the holie Ghoſt,God himſeife, 
which doth gouerne the ſame immediathie, 
And for theChurches ſake,heauen,carth,8& 
all Nature haue bene made, and doconſiſt: 
without whoſe prayers , the frame of rhe 


whole world could notſtande one moment, ” 
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OF CATHOLIKE RELIGTON. 41 
The Angels themſclues (as S.Paul ſaith)are Heb. te 
>=. alltominiſter rothem which receiue thein- 
heritance of ſaluation, which are the chil= 
 drenof the Church: - » 
* BurTIwill no further open the priuiledges 
of Grace, the heauenly and lively comforts 
Which thechildrenof the catholike Church 
' hHaue. The catholike Church is the onely 
fortreſſe impregnable ;the wiſeman to her 
will haue his recourſe, and ſhalbe ſaued. 

- Sheis the ſtrong fort of the citticof God, Genel. 27. 
founded ypon therocke , which cannot bee _ { 
vndermined : fortifyed by the invinlible © ; 
| Fforceofthe holie Ghoſt, garded by heauenly © 

(* armies, which are camped round abour,co- © 

| Paſſed of all ſides vvith the fauour of the 
almightie.- She is the true earrhlie Paradiſe, 
|- Wherethetree of life is planted, whichall of 
| herhouſe may freely vie, & thereby receiue | 
| ___Nnouriſhmentof life everlaſting, Shee is the 

erue houſe of God , where he docth diſpoſe 
Is graces, and all his goodes and the ſoue- 
raigne felicitie. And who cuer can taſt of the 
_ fruitof the ſame Carholike : he ſhall finde 
himſelfe happie, and ſhall percciue in that 
heis aCatholike, heis as it wereweeded our 
1] ofhimſelfe to be tranſplanted in God : and , © 
j © beingloſtin him lelfe, he ſhal finde a TR. 
a. RY hs - 
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1 43 THIEFIRME EFOVNDATION 

| o_ ,and rooted in God, in whom he ſhal 
and moreſurely,more liuelie, more happi- 
=, | lie,and bemore his own man, than ſtanding 
| _ mmhim ſelf : wherevpon his ſoule ſhalbe fil- 
led with true, ſound, perfite , ſoueraign, dis 
une,and cuerlaſting ioye. 

I doe not call in queſtion whether the ca- 
oſs Church be viſible, nor where ſhee is 
eng 
ſeparated from the bodie , but of men , She 

_ muſtneceſſarilie be viſible, that one may ſay 
there is the Church, pointing to her with the 
fingar, and ſhewing her to the eye:otherwile 


Auguſt. 1 (faith S. Auguſt. )noman could be aſſured 


hang " {arilie enter,and holde them ſelfes,to the end 
" they may be ioyned to the head & comuni- 

" cate with al the other members thereof. And 

” our lord ſhould in vain haue bidden mea 

”* reſortto the Church, and obey ir,if it were 

”? inuiſible to the face of rhe whole worlde, 

”” ſo that ſhe can not by any manner of waies 

" be hidd&,nor darckned in the earth,no more 

than the ſonnein heauen . Yea(layth S lohn 

$.Chryſ. Chriſoſtom ) i were more eaſie to put out the 
ho.4.in cap light of the ſonze , than to darckgn the Church. 
CER. Andthoſewhich faythat the Church which 
was planted of the Apoſtles, and did bghnen 
F ? & 
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aſocietie, notof ages , or of foules 


of the vnitie , in the which men mult neceſ- . 
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OF CATHOLIKP RELIGION. 44 
the Gentiles, is no more extant,& that ſheis 


| loſt many a day agoe; and thar ſtraight after 


the Apoſtles ſhe was eclipſed of her light, 
and becamean Apoſtara , in ſuchſort as the 
worlde is entered in to darknes as before: & 
thoſe which doe compare her to the Sina- 


gogue inthetimeof Elithoſe (Iſay)are ve=-/ 


rte1mpudent, and their impudenciecan not 
be heared without indignation, for that it is 
contumeliouſe to the ſonne of God: as if the 
ſonne of God ( which ſayd , thatheis the 
light of the world , and that he came tore- 
newe all., to deſtroye the workes of the 
deuil, and to diſpoſſele him of his raign) 
had not done that which he promiſed , nor 
that which he came for : and as if his light 


had bene as aflaſhof lightening ventlong = 


dna -* 
away , and not as a ſonne riſing , to chaſe 


out effeQuallie the darknes of the world. 
This is a moſt vile and ſhamefull abaſing 
of Chriſts honour and eſtemarion : this 
is to take from him the deſerued inheri- 
tance of all Nations, which Gop the 
father promiſed vnto him : this is ( as it 
were) to ſpoyle him of his dignitic and 
che royal ſcepter, and toplucke him downe 
from his throne, & to take from him his roy= 
al Diadem,which thefather gauc him , and 


Oy . 
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to make, thatG oD hath nor kept his pro 
miſe, They vvhich vſe theſe vvoordes are 
not in the Church them ſelues ſaythS . Au- 
Avgult. in ſtuſtin , Thou ſayeſt,that the Church is not ex< 
Plaln-121 gave, becauſe thow art not in her.Look vyell 
»» to the matter: thou art not in deedin her 
1» bur ſhe is and ſhalbe extant, though thou 
Warmer 2? art not, All that the ſcripture doth teach 
yo #20 fighteth againſt this impudent ſaying . Te 


| 098 _ hath bene foretold that the oloric of the {e- 


AR.15.13 cound houſe of Gov ſhalbe 2reater then 
&20. the olory of the firſt: that ſhe ſhall reach 
SH oh from one ſea to an other : from the Orient 
Fa: TotheOccident: thattheſhal fill Aſia, Af- 
Dan.z, frica, Grece, Italy, all tounges,all nations, 
Mich.4, and thelles farreoff: and that the ſauiour 
Math.7. ſhal make as it vvere nevy heauens, and 
- new earth: ſo that the Sinagogue in com=: 

pariſon of the Church is no more then 

one ſtarre in compariſon ofthe Sonne, and 

had but feyv litleſpartles of that light wher 

of the full brizhtnes is ſpred vppon the: 

Ind6. Church. Origin ſairh , that the firſt ſigne 
men to Gedeon of the flyſe only devved 

| nd \ the carth round abour re- 
maining all drye, did prefioure the Si- 
nagoeue: and the ſecond figne of all the 

earth be-devved , the flylc cominuing 

* | : ric 


"H 
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( > alſo, the Church vvas prefigured by the 
litle flonecutfrom the mountaine vvithour 


| hand of man, the vvhich hauing broken 


the Image of Gold, of Siluer , of braſle, 
of Iron,and of clay,vvhich did repreſent the 
\ Empires of the yvorld, became a great 
mountaine,& did fill the whole earth,where 


ypon ſaint Auguſtin doth argue againſt the 


for not hauing ſcene the ſtone being bur litle 


ſee the ſame being a mountaine? ſo thole ,, 
(faith he)which denie the Church diſperſed ,, 
through the world, doe not {tumble againſt 
the litle ſtone ;bur againſt the mounraine, 


be as a mountain manefeſtly , lifted vp a- $ 
aboue the mountaines whervntoal nations 
ſhall reſort : which our Saxioxr him ſelf con- 
firmed , ſaying thathis Church is acitie ſer ®? 
on a mountaine which .can not be hidden, ?? 
what ſhal I ſay more( ſaieth S. Auguſtin) * the 
Church, ts ſhee not manifeſt £-doe nor wee 
ſhewit with our fingar? and thoſe that doe. 


not ſee ſo great a mountaine, bethey nor. - - 


blinde which againſt the ſhining candle,pur 
" Inacandelfticke do ſhurtheyr cyes ? $, Ber- 
Ee ade 


what blindnes is that in them which can nor ,, 


4 
drie did prefigurat the Church. /» DavielDan.v. 


heretikes : If the Ievves be ſayd to beblinde. ...-- 


wp N+ 
». 


wen 


 Eſaieexpreſſcly fortold,that the Church ſhal Elzzyg@ 


Matt.$« 


s, 
OE 
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Felon, 


il 


/ re 
7 


©. =>: 


ard writeth elegantly hereof againſt here« 


tikes of his time : the ſtone cut without the © Þ > 


bande is. become the mountaine filling the 


worlde ; and thinke you (faith he) that it is 


within your dennes © this is to calumniar all | 


the vniuerſal world, Thou maicſtcaſlilieſee 
the citie ſer ypon a mountaine, the Church 
catholike which can not be hidde. Morecouer 
S. Auguſtine faith, rhatby Gods proutdence 
it hath bin ſo diſpoſed , that theteſtimonies 
of Ieſus Chriſt are obſcure in the olde Pro- 
phets, but thoſe of the chucch are manifeſt, 
to the end that men ſhould haue recourſe to 
the churchfor counſc1l,tolearne of her their 
{aluation. And hee fayeth further, that the 
Church ſithence the Apoltles time hath nor 
onely not loſt any part of her light, buralfo 
hath alwaics augmented the ſame, ſtill pro- 
ceeding and encrea(ing, as thenew moone 
from ſmal lightto a grearer.If any one(ſaith 
he) doe not perceiue the moon in the firſt 
poynt of her increafing , one might excuſe 


the weaknes of his eyes:but he thatdoth nor 


perceiuc the ſamein her fulnes, thatman is 
ſtarke blinde. From the time of the Apoſtles, 
when the Church did nor ſhey as yet very 
much her face vpon theearth , ſample men 


- 


} 
”—_ 


were deceiued by falſe teachers, laying : here * 


© werein the darke of the moon ) {mple and 
firſt, S. Hilarie and other auncients , which 


_ darkned ſirhence the Apoſtles,by the infec= 


'* Ming occaſion to Catholikes to ynderſtande 
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ts the church, here is Chriſt, wounding(as it 


lain meaning folke: but now how blinde is 


3c that erreth 1n the ful moon? Pope Leo the 5 Les; 


lived in the mainecourſe of mightic hereſ1es $. Hillaris, 
doe vvitneſ[e, that the Church vvas neuer 


k. bn. th 


tion of hereftes, The church (ſay they) may 
be diminiſhed in the Globe of multitude of 
children, butnot inlight & clearnes : much 
Ieſſeby the perſecutions of tyrannes : for (as 
ſaith Tertullian ) che bloud of Chriſtians s the 
ſeed of the Church, and enery martir 5s 4s the 
opraine of wheate falling onthe earth , which 
| San 4 foorth manye . Poore Cicero 
ſearching the ſoueraigne God,complayneth Cicl.z.qa4 
ſaying , by the difſention of Philoſophers 
wee are conſtrained to beeignorant of our 

Lorde, and can not know which is hee that 

wee ought to worſhippe for Lord and go- 

uerner of the worlde. This can not bee ſayde 

of the Church, the contradictions vyhich 
FHeretikes doe make againſt her , doe nor 

darken her 5 Ht make Ne ke berter _ 
knowne, & (as Vincentius Lyrinenfis faith) y;. xe 
doe ſcoure her and make "cd brighter, wy Met: 


clecrelic 
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| cleerelie and. feruently that. which before 


they belecued couertly and coldly. And it is 
_ certainthat the church had moreknowledge 
of God, in ſome certaine articles in the time 
of S. Auguſtin, then in other times before: 
and in the time of S. Bernard, then in the 
time of S. Auguſtin: and at this dayemore 
then ſhe had ſince the time of the Apoſtles: 
ſo thar there is now none that ſeeth not cleer 


ly in the lightof the Church, except thoſe 


whoſe eyes ſatan hath put out, and vvhich 
are willingly blinde: fath all now doe know 


where is the cheire of S. Perer,the Church. 


Carholike, Apoſtolike and Romain , vvhich 


hath the name of Catholike , the ſucceſsion - 


of Biſhoppes fathens S. Peter to this day, the 
conſent of people and nations, and manie 
other wel-knowen markes, which doe di- 


ſtiaguiſh the ſame from 2!l falſe» religion, 


of panims , of [ewes, andof heretikes , and 
doth makeit ſufficiently euident,, that none 
can be excuſed neither thoſe that do depart 
from her, Iwill nor here ſer downe all the 
markesofthe true Church , as if this preſenc 
treatiſe were to that ende, bur I ſhall rouch 
only ſome few. bande 


TWELVE - 
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; 
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TWELVE MARCKES OF 
.  therrueCharch. 
4 He firſt marke of the true Church 
Tf Vis the name Catholike , which al- 
St 2 though all Fefetkes would pre- 
tend ro be theirs, 44 _ _ 
they obtainethus much, ( ſayth S. Auouſtin) « gp 
wi if a Panime pe IN of an Lat Ts par 
the place where the Catholikes doe aſſemble fund. © _ 
them ſelues', he durſt not ſhew his owne Sj , 
nagogue, And S.Cril ſayth,if thou goeſt in a 
cittie , doe nor aske where is the Churche, Cyril. car. 
nor where the houſe of Go dis : for the hes **5- 
retikes ſay thatthey haue the Church ; and 
the houſe of God: bur aske where is the 
Catholik Church, for that name Catho« 
like is proper to the holy Church, mother 
of vs all;that areofrighrbelcife : and anhe-= 
| retyke would be mocked and laughed ar 
' to ſhew his Church forthe Catholike.. Pa= 
. Cianxc hath treated 'of this point expreſſely | 
re nemucCunllitn ls mp a ol 
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| likeis my ſurname : that doth name me,this 
makerth mee knowne: the name catholike 
is not deriued of any one man : it doethnot 
ſoundeany thing of an heretike : it is not re- 
ferred to any particular Author, itagreeth 
tothe principall head and bodie of that tree, 

p v yhoſe braunches being cut off, are the * 

_— _ ſees of heretiks: butthe treeir ſelfe liueth, © 

| maintained by his roote : and continueth 

IS alwaie the ſame, which is all one whole bo- 
*} die, and called Catholike: but cueric here- 
; fie cakarh the name of ſome one which 1s 

RY mY the authour thereof: where vpon S. Athana« 

| 2-contArr fius againſt the Atrians ſayth: Chriſtian peo= 

Y ple neuer rooke their names of their Biſhoppe: no, \) 

E” '— weare chriſtias, & ſonamed,not of the Apoftles 

” þ | © themſelues, but. of our hd in whom wee haue 

E - beleened by the voyut of Biſhoppes and Apoſtles. 

© CES The ſe which haue taken their faith of others are 

I good right ſi urnamed from the chiefe of their 

N LaR l.4. G. f: fie. Fee faith, the only Catholikg 

Ej. © 39 G AM is that which heeperh the true worſhip 

| of God: this ts the fountein of truth, the houſe of 

I | | faith ,the rerple of God , in whom if any ape not 

4 | enter, or from whom if any do depart he cutteth Z 

F | _ » bimſelſe of. from hope of life , and of enerlafling 

E- | ſaluation:but exery ſect of her etiks doth pretend 

3 that the Carholikg churchis on oo fidechow be * | 
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'ﬆ bearing thenames Marcionites or Arrians, 
* they are nomore Chriſttans, they hane loft their 
name chriſtian in taking ſtrange names of men. 
Likewiſe /»ſt#ye the marrir.S.Irencus S.John S.Chrif.ho 
Chriſoſtome, The ſeftes (ſay they) becalled 3 3.inat. 
| of thenameof the archeheretike , but tows ,no *Polt. Iukt 


man hath ginen aname:faith it ſelf which is Ca= mriph.SIr R 
cholike ſurnameth vs ſo: and S. [erome, if thox 1,1.c.20, 
hearethoſe which are called Chriſtians to beare 
a name not of our Lord Ieſin Chriſt,but of ſome S. Hierom, 
other (as Marcionites Valentimans) know yee cont.Lucif. 
certainly that they are not the Church of leſia 
Chriff hut # Sinagoge of Amichriſt, 
Now you pooreabuſed Lutherans and 
| ©” Calueniſts, behold the horrour of your bor- 
|, tomleſſe pit; you are no more chriſtians, 
and you haue nopartin the ſaluation by Ie- 
 ſasChriſt, AllauncitemFathers dowitneſſe 
| withoneconfent, thattheonely catholike is 
6 in the church of Ieſus Chriſt, and all thar 
' bearthenameof one particular man be he- 

.j retikes , -and excluded from thekinzdome 
| of Tefus Chriſt. Thoſewitneſles can notbee 
| reprooued:and this is one maruetlous judge» 
ment of God againſt heretikes , anda com- 
- fort forthe catholikes : by the Creede of the 
|| Apoſtles, itis a neceſſarieconfequens , that 
|" anychurch((ifitbeatrue) nwſt needes be 
des - art © 


». & 
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Catholike : bur. there is not a ſociete in the 


world; which doth poſleſſe the namecatho-. 


like, ſaue only the Roman Church. All o- 
thers wil cal them {clues; Arrians,Lutherans, 
Caluinefts , the reformed Church , Goſpellers, 
Proteſtants, and {uch other kinds of {peaciall 


names Tfthey haue : but Catholikes doe nor 
. fo, for 1n all partsof the world( where the 


name catholike church doth ſounde )itis in- 
tended and vnderſtood , to be the Roman 
Church,yea by the heretikes them ſelues. A 
ma thatpaſſerh by Genexabeing aſked what 


heis, ifhe anſ{were,] ama Catholik is taken - 


of no mi there for a Caluinef. Secke not here 
to blynde your ſclues a 


the name of theſe wicked deceiuers, the Ar- 
chehererikes of this time, which will draw 
you with them ſelues into their bottomleſſe 


pitof euerlaſting damnatian , if you.donor - 


DO 


enter again in tothe Churchand mount vp. 


intothe firmament of Catholikes. 


_ The ſecond marke of the true Churc h 


is the ſucceſsion of Biſhoppes ſithence S,Perer, 
to this day, which neuer hath bene interrup= 
red; the which ſucceſsion the fathers haue 
alwaies obieted againſt hererikes. of their 
tune as an invincible argumert, for agg 
Fo the 


oainſt ſo manifeſt a 
trueth : but forſake both the ſet, andalſo_ 
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 thepropagcation of mankind, mariageis ne- 
= effi. : o to the procreation'of thechil= 
drenof god according to the ſpirit,theorder 
of prieſthood is inſtiruded,which can notbe 
. continued perpetuallie , but by ſpirituall 
propagation from thoſe prieſts yvhom Ieſus 
Chriſt did farſt inſticute, Iris notſo of kings; 
as it is of prieſts , for if allthe kings ofrhe 
- carthihould faile at once : the people might - 
.- creatnew. Br if all the prieſts of the world -*- 
ſhould happen tofayle: it is nor'in thepower / 
of all mankinde to make new. Their inſtitu- 
tion is dinine,and not humain, Jeſus Chriſt . 
| him felfe muſt come again in perſon in to 
1+ this world forto inſtitute ſom new.S, Irexivs 
| fayth, that by this ſucceſſion all heretikes . - 
| be cofounded: for neuer herctike could ſhew 


Ire.liz.c.3 


his next predeceſſor in communion ofdo= 
Qrine, And'roproue that the:Romia Church 
is thetrue Church, he reckoneth the Biſhops 
of Romefrom $. Peter, vnto S. Elmtherthe 

' Popeof his time , which was the rvvelueth, 

 Teriullianus, Euſebius, Proſper,S. Hieronomas, 

+ S. Auguſtin, Epephanias , Optaras, and all the 
auncient fathers haue vſed this argument / 
againſt hererikes , Tertullian ſayth,ſhewthe I 
besmning of your churches , & rhe orderlie = 

" ſucceſliou.of your Biſhoppes deriued by fuce 
EE Wn tet My D 3; cel 
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cellion from ſome one of the Apoſtles as we 
S. Auguſt. doe ſhew the orderlieſucceſfion in the Ro» - 
_ epiſt. 195, main Church from $ Perer, Account(ſayerh | 
wel Ss Auguſtin) the prieſts fithens the ſtate of S. 
| Peter: and look in to that orderof fathers + 
which haueſucceded onean other: and you |}! 
ſhal f1nde that the Romain Church is the | 
ſame ſtone , that the proud gates of hell can 
= not vanquiſh. And hefſaith further, thatthe 
finda, {acceſſion of prieſts inthe Roman Church 
by one continual line holdeth him in thar 
Church. Likewiſe , Optatus, Shew(ſayth he ) 
Optatus ghe firſt begining of your chayer , you which will 
lb.z. , Cchalengethe holy Church vnto your ſelues, And 
Epyphanins having orderly recited the names \ | « 
Ti Epiphh.2y Ofall theBiſhops from S, Peter, vnto Siri- 
4: cius then Biſhop , which was thethurtie cighr, 
| he adderh: Ler no 937 mernail if we be ſo exail 
 ## this recital, for by theſe things the emrdet truth 
of the Charch doth alwaies ſhew it ſelf. If then 
thoſe auncient fathers haue ſo greatlie cſte« 
med that continuation of twelue,tyventie,or 
forty ſouerain biſhops, ſucceſſors of S. Peter: 
how muck ſtronger is that argument at this 
day for vs which ſhew the continuacion of 
more thatwo hiidered thirtie three, withour , 
exception, This argumentis inſoluble :and - | 
I'' __ allrheheretikes of theworld OTE q 


, 
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The ſame,for the Church can not be without 
prieſts, nor withour Biſhops and paſtors. 
There muſt needs be(asS. Paul ſayth)ſome 


for theedefying of the bodice of Jeſus Chriſt, Eph.4 


yntil he come toiudge the worlde. And 
(as S. Hierome ſayth) the Church which is S-Hicrom 
withour pricſts is nota Church: and none 


can beprieſt, ifhe be nor. ,ordeined by 


a Biſhop, being ſucceſſor of the poſto- 


. 


certain,& inoſt euident,but forcible toknow Con. Laud 
the true Church , for where the ſucceſſion M25G, 
of prieſthoode is, there isthe ſucceſſion of *** 
doCtiin: Moyſes,the Prophets,our Saviour him Deuy ry, 


q 


ſelfe in the Goſpel doth affirme theſame. Math.z, 


like priſthood . This marke is not only moſt 


|  Nowthen, weſhew theſucceſſion of prieſt= 
_ * hood of the ſoueraign Biſhop of this time, 


by aſcending fro predeceſſor to predeceſſor 


vpward ,vnril we ariue at $. Peter, and enter 
as it were into theſide of Teſus , Your Calain Caluin, 


| ſeing him ſelfeby his argumer ſo intangled 


that he could not ſlip away , he ſtriveth, 

he wringeth him ſelfe , he tourneth and cole 

ſerch, he broyleth with grear rage, as he 

” ys out a whole flud of iniures acainſt 
opes,prieſts, and Biſhops. Oh the madde 

dogge,leing cleerlie that ſucceſſion is a very 

certain figne of thetrue Church, ro which 
EY TR: To 
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he could not anſwer, whereby he is proued 
to bea decewer ſent of the deuil : he caſteth 
from the poyſonful pit of his harte, iniuries 
ſufficient to darken the heauen.O yeLuthe- 
rans , and Calueniſts , if you be capableof 
reaſon if you may betaught by the holie 
it | + Ghoſt, if you be touched with the deſire of 
"WT, yourſaluation : then examine you vvithour 
paſſion this argumenrt:harken to that which 
' your own conſciences ſhal teach you , and 
be ye not enemues to your own ſaluation.For 
fithens that you haue not the order of prieſt 
hood from any Biſhop , ſucceſſor to the 
Apoſtles : you are our of the communion 
of the Church of TESV S Chriſt you be 
without Church, withour prieſthood , and 
without any mediation towards God : for | 
that you haue not any preiſt of the order of 
' the Mediator . Your miniſters be thoſe thar 
S. Ciprian ſpeaketh of , vvho vvithout Jawful 
_ calling , without gods ordinance , without 
eccleſiaſtical order, doe appointthem ſelues 
to be head ouerraſh men, raketo them ſelues 
titles of Biſhops:and like apes, they reſemble 
mens aftions and them ſclues being- nor 
in the Church counterfait the face of the 
__ Chutth artogating to them ſelues her au» 
— thornice,& rruth;bleſ{ing others,bein grbeu 


S.Siprian 
lb.4. ep. 9 


1) 


fſelues prophane: preſentin: 
- altar as interceſ[ors to God, bein 
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ſc}ues curſed of God: promiſing life, being 
theſclues dead:calling vpo ged, being blat« 


phemers:adminiſtring priet 


- \ 


{entins theſelues tothe 


'», _ 
o the ſelues 


ſacnilegious , and prouckers of gods wrath: 


their preaching is not preaching, but preua= 


rication of the word of God:their prieſthood 


15 not priſthood,, bur a ſeruis of the diuell; 
and miniſtrie of Antichriſt: for Apes be al« 


MODS Dit ! 


wayes Apes,and neuer ſhalb5Emen : and he 
retikes alwaies heretikes , how ſo cuerthey 
doe counterfait, and neuer thal be Catho= 
likes,except they enter again in tothe boſom 
of the Church , where the laufull ſucceſſion 
of priſthood of the Apoſtles doeth remaine, 
The third markeis Antiquitie : for.euen as 
the good ſeed was ſowenin the field by the 
houſholder,before the cockle by the enemy: 
ſoitis certaine, that the true church 1s more 
auncient the the falſe. Now,that the catholik 


Apoſtolike,and Romain Church is the ſame 
thar Jeſus Chriſt him ſelfe hath inſtitured, 
' & more auncienr then all the ſeQts of hereti= 
kes, thisargumet wil forſe them to confeſle.. 


In all notable chaunges of religion ſix 


things are tobe marked:the Author: the new 


, 
. 


epinion:the time when it began: the place where 


, & is ” by 
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hood, being the 
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it began: the Impugners that it had: the ſmall 
aumbcr of folowers when the ſame began to 
;make her ſeparation of commuhion from 
'the religion that it did forſake;'. Firſt, wee 
\know that the author of the hergſſe of Arrizs 
was a prieſt of Alexandria named Arrius;of 
Neftorians a Bithop of Conltarftople named 

Neſftorius: of Lutherans a monk&af the order 
; of S. Auguſtine named Luther Secondly wee 
| knowethat the new. doGtrine; of : Arrixs im< 
| ported, thar' the ſon of God waya creature: 
Of Neftorins, that there was two'perſons in 
Teſus Chriſt: Of Luther,thatthe Euchariſt is 
notaſacrifice, and thatman isTuſtifyed by 
that only ſpecial faith whichhe-hath of his 
own iuſtifycation, Thirdly wee know thar 
the ſeRt of Arrius did begin the yeere of our 
Lord 324.thatof Neſtorius,the yeere of 431. 
that of Luther, the yeere 15 17.Fourthlic wee 
knowe that the Arrianiſme did beginne in 
Zgipt: the herefie of Neſtorius in Thrace: 
that of Luther in Saxonie, Fiftlie we knowe 
that the Arrians were Impugned by Pope 
Sylueſter,by the Councel of Nice,by S. Atha- 


f 


xaſus,by S.Hillarie,& many others: the Ne- - 


Rtorians by Pope Celeſtin, by the coicel of E- 


- 
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phefus,by S.Ciril:& many others:the Luthe- 
rans by Pope Leg the tenth: by the Conneel of ».N\ 
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Trent, by all vniuerſities catholikes, and by 

many DoQtors. Finally,we know that in the 
beginning when al thoſe arch-heretikes did 
ſeparate them ſelues from the communion 


of catholikes , they were ſmall in number, 


& that euen then the catholikes were diſper= 


ſed throughout the worlde in infinite num« 


bers.None of all thoſe things can be obiec- 


ted by che Lutherans and Calueniſts a | romp 


thecatholikes. Firſt they haue neuer obtec- 
red vs , the author of ourfaith contrary. to 
theirs : neither haue they named vs afterany 


parricunr man , which they would verie 
willingTichaue done if they could. Secondly 


they doe not ſhew the beginning of any our 


mew. doQrine , if they aſcende not vp to 


the Apoltles whoſe noueltie is ours, and is 
our antiquirte againſt all herelies, They are 
not alſo able tro thew anie rime certaine of 
ourfalling from the Church: nor the place, 


_ neither where it thould haue begun, nor 
_ thoſe which did impugne the ſame,as new: 


nor thatany councels haue bene celebrated 
againſt her: nor finallic that this our Church 


 catholike, Apoſtolike , and Romain, did {c- 


p_ it ſelfe:from ſome greater , that was 
efore, in ſuckTortas thoſe which did .come= 


 municate with the Romain Church vvere 
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few in number, and thatthe reſt of Chri- 
Nians were farre more greater. For it appea- 


reth by rhe epiſtles of S. Gregoric the Pope 


which he did write tothe biſhops of the caſt, 
of Africke,of Spaine,of France, of Italie,thar 
almoſt all the Chriſtians of the worlde did 
communicate with him. Now it is a thouſad 
yeeres paſt ſithence S.Greg, and the dorine 
otfaith which he did teach , is the ſame thar 
the Church doth teachat this day. , 

The fourth marke is coytmuarge without 
being interrupted. Iris Toretold 1n Daniel, 


that the raigne of the Church ſhall neuer be 
diſperſed : and in Saint Paule, that hereſics 


can not long ſtande : the Church beeing 


like the brightneſſe of the firmament which 
ſhineth in perperuill eternitie: Hereſtg is as 
.....a.Comer conceiued of the vapours of the 
earth, whereof the flame ceaſerth ſo ſoone as 
| his earthly nowiſhment doeth fayle. The 
Church in another ſorte is as a continuall 


flud which can not drie.Hereficis as a floud 
of tempeſt which preſently doth faile:wher- 
of S. Auguſtin ſayrh:Be not you (ſayth hee) 
amaſed to ſee the flouds ſwelling and-roa- 
ring for a time, Ir is a vyolence of wat«! 


| fone; for the ſame can not long continue? 
and Fn 0 _  , maby 


1 ;( 


which runneth downe , and1hall ceaſe very 


vhs 


OP CATHOLIKB ABLIGTON, Fg 
many hereſjes be alreadie dead , they hane 
run 1n their channell as long as they could: 
they be {lidden ayaie : the rootes bee drie 
and hardlie ſhall one findethe marcke where 
_ they were; Ir is very certain that the Church 
catholike , Apoſtolike & Romain hath con- 
tinued ſince the Apoſtles in her viſible 
brightnes vnto this daye : vvhich thing if 
heretikes doe not fullie graunr, yerdoe they 
confeſſe that thoſethings which they blame. 
in the ſame, were aJreadie broughr in before 
athouſand, or twelue hundred yeeres, But 
what hereſie hath, cuer laſted any thing 
near that time? yet I will confound them by |, 
this argument: Before that Luther lian 1. 
Vppe, be des the Romaine Church , there 
was not inthe world but theſe religions, Pa- 
 ganiſme, Tudaiſme , Machometiſme , andthe 
'  reliks of Neftorianiſme in Grece, Butt is cer= 
tein by the confeſfion of Lutherans & Cal- 
uemiſts them ſelues,that the Church of Ieſus 
Chriſt was not in any one of theſe ſees; 
whereof it foloweth that ſhe was in the Ro= 
main church,or els quyte extinguiſhedin al 
the world, which can not bee. Truclie this 
markeof the true churchis famous : for ſy- 
thence Theobutas and Simon Maguethefirſt 
Archeheretikes vatill Luther, rag. hunores ol 
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"diuers hereſis hauc had their courſe, where« 
of ſome were vp-holden by very mightic 
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Parrones , by Emperours , by kings , by 
Jearned men , making varkde #05, hfA 
out of the which a man would haue ſayde 
that they could neuer be blotted, And not< 


withſtanding, by the wonderful prouidence 
of God they beſo weeded our of the earth, 


that there remaineth nothins art all, neither 


of the followers, nor of their bookes, nor of 


their doQtrine, nor any ſ1gne at all, bur-rhar 


which is foundein the bookes of catholikes: 


who if they had not written their names 
in-their bookes, wee had not knowen that 


 facch Hereſies had ever bene in theworlde: 


and there is no doubt but the floudes of 


 Hereſies of theſe times will alſo ſlyde awaie 


ſhortly. 


-  Thefift matkea? the rue Church is the 


largeneſſe of the raigne. And this marke is ves 


rice euident in the Catholike Church , the 
Which dothfruQifie throughout the vniuere 


fall worlde in both the hemiſpheres : And 
theſunne doth nor ſtreache his beames fur- 


- ther then ſhee: T know well that ſhee hath 


not the temporal regimet of external Juſtice 


throughour the whole world: but ſhee hath 
. Euery whereobgdient childre. So that there 'P 


is 


» A 


Fe 
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is notonge,nor people, nor climar of coun- 
© trie inkebice , where( 1f perhaps the moſt 
parte be not catholikes) yet attheleaſt there | | 
areſome. I ſay ſomenotablenumber; which | 
aſſemble them ſelues'in theChurch & com. — + 
municate Catholiklie in the Sacraments of j 
the Church : among the T#rkes,among the | 
Perſians, among the Tartarians , among the E 
' Panymes , throughout the compaſle of the 
earth : for the Catholik Church 1s notre=- 
' fireined within the bonds of [ralie, Frannce, | 
Spain, Germany ,Enplayd, Polland, Rome, Hun I 
garie , Greece, Swia, Armenia,Ethiope,Egipt, 
and other cuntries whereof _ghe names are | I 
k' welknowen vnto vs, andwhbre the Catho= | 
likes-be in infinite number : bur ſhee doth 
ſpred her ſclfe in tothenew world., and in 
all thoſe foure partes of that nevy vvorld, 
 vvhere ſhe hath many Churches, vvithour 
mingling of herefies : of the Eaſt ſydeinthe 
Indians:ofthe welt fide in America: towards 
the north in Tapon, towards the ſouth in Bre- 
filie:whar heref16 isthat, that ever had ſuch 
largenes? As for theſeRes of Lutherans and 
Caluiniſts,they hauenot paſſed in Aſia, nor 
intoAfrica, nor in to Grece , norinto many 
| peoennns of Europe. Yea cuenin the verie 
'Y ſprings of milchicfein the north , where - 
' T'CI11CS 


ib.de paſto 


devtil.cre- 
dendi cap, 
24417. Auguſtine ſayth very well thatthe Church 
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S. Augut. refies haue moſt might, there are nottyys 
rownes neighbours polleſſed of one ſelf fe, 


All hereſfie is as a ſerpent. A ſerpent neuer 
departeth farre off from his denne. And S, 


1s euery where, herelie alſo euery where : Bur 
the Church is one and the ſelf ſame euery 
where, where as hereſtes: be not the ſame 
eucrie where: but be of great diuerſitic, the 
one not knowinge the other . Wherof ir 


doth appeare(ſaith he) that noneof thoſe is 
the Catholike Church - And he compareth 


ohes cut from the vine which 

abide inthe place where they fall withour 
fruRifying:wireas the Churchis the liuclie 
fſtocke, which doth bring fruit. in all her 
braunches throughout where ſocuer ſhce 
doth extend herſelf, 

The fixt mark. is the congueſt of the world 
by efficacie of dotrine , which is the doQtrine 
of the true Church, being liuelie, mightie, 
more pcarſing then any twoedged\{woord 


&& converting effeQualliethe ſoules to God. 


hereſies tobous 


The Ppiloſophers(ſayth S. Athanaſus)with 


loftines of learning , and magmficeacie of 


ſpeech could neuer perſwad any onecitieto 
takerheirlaws of them, forthat (faith he} 
their dorine was dead and without force, 


1) P. 


YP 
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and their ſpeech did notproceed of the ſpj- 
rit of God, but of the ſpirit of man. Neither 
did any man euer read that the Heretikes 
conuerted Idolators or ewes to the faith, 


Their care(ſaith Tertullian) s not ro connerte Tertlib.de 
ſtrangers to Jeſus C briſt , but to peruert his do- o* olc. hgr, 


weſticals,c thoſe which be alredy gotti'to hims: 
wot to ge life tothe dead, but to gine deadly 
poyſon to the lining: #ot to lift them vp which be _ 
9n the ground , but to make them fall that ſland 
vpright. The efficacie of their doftrine is not 
to cdifie,it ſerueth bur to deſiroy,& this marke = 
doth ſhewat ſelfe yery openly in theſe our 
daies. Here is now the verie large harueſt 
; of the new world in ripenes. It behooueth 
 toſend workemen : but from whence doth 
the Lorde of the harueſt rake them? The 
Church catholike, and hereſie making both 
profeſsion to beof Jeſus Chriſt, their dueties 
are, to increaſe the houſhold of TIeſus Chriſt - 
aſmuchas they can, by conuerting the in+ - 
Adels tothe faith, This notwithſtanding be * 
cauſeIesvsCur1sT willnot Beplanted - 
inthe hartes of ſtrangers by other handes 
- . thenofhisdeare ſpoule,therefore the catho- 
+ likesonely are they which preach the Goſpel 
. to Idolators,and gaine them to Teſus Chriſt, 
\» The Heretikes haue neuer drawen theleaſt 
5 y prov 
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proutnce from Paganiſme ro Chriſtianitie, 
when we haue conuerted the to Teſus Chriſt 
the heretikes come afterwardes to deceiue 
them. But men ſee that God doth not pirmir 
the worke of conuerting them, to any other 


: O - 
then to his true Church : as we beins 


o thoſe 
onlie which be the fiſhers of men; thoſe 
alone which draw the ſoules of men from 
the ſea of infidelitie, to the ſhoar of Chri=- 
ſtianitie. The hereriks neuer throw their nets 
in ſea, bur afier that wee haue pur the fiſhe 
vpon the ſhoar, then they pur all their glorie 
to rob & carie away ſome lirlefiſh, as thieues 


and notas fiſhers, Euen fo the Gothes being 


already made Catholike, demanding Cathoe« +, 


like Biſhops for to gouerne their churches, 


 Palence ſentthem Arrians for toſubuert the, 


The cauſe why the heretikes can notconuerr 
the infidels to the faith is, for that pro-= 
pounding the ſcripture, they doe not pro= 
pound the trueſenſe whichis properlie rhe 
{fvvorde of the ſpirit, The it 26s ps” the 
ſcriptures are bur as the ſheath which holds 
the {worde of the ſpirite. They then fighting, 
not with the ſword , but with the ſheath 
onlye , it is no merucil if they doe not pearſe 


the hartes of Infadeles , Beſyd 6s that thehe- 
retikes and Idolaters belonge allto oneſelf + 


1.-* 


maiſt- 
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 mailter:Bur in the Romain church,notonlie 


at the beginning , bureuen at all rimes this 
efficacie hath bene found . This is the Ro= 
main Church which did firſt convert the 


Eneliſhe men to the faith in the time of 


9, Greeorie the Pope : This is the Romain 


Church which did conuert the Saxon, and 


the vvhole cuntrieof Almains , in the times 
of Pope Connon, & of Pope Zacharie: This 
15 the ſelf ſame Church that conuerted the 
Vandales,Bulgarians,Sclauomans, Poloni- 
ans, Danes,Norwaies, Hungarians, Moraui- 
ans , with infinitekinges & people. And itis 
not paſt two hiidred yeares ago Tos that one 
only moiick S./mcent of the order of $. Do= 
minike did conuert to the faith 25000. as 
wel Tewes as Sararins . Ir is'in our time that 
the new world receiued the faith of the 
Romaine Church. And it is not many yeares 
ago ſyns that ſome Turkes & ſome levves 
were baptized at Rome and other places in 
the Romain Church. The Lutherans and 
Caluemſts can not boaſte them ſelues to 
haue conuerted ro their {ct neither Pa- 
nimsnor Turkes , nor ewes, where vpon 1t 
doth appeare that they be of the: ſpirite of 
the dew, fithens thar all their force is no 
mancr of waye to getthelnfigels , but onlic = 
| = 
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ro deſtroy the Chriſtians. 


doftrine with the Primitime Church. Now that 
the auncient fathers did teach theſame doe 
Arie that wee do ar this day, and condem- 
ned for heretical that which we condemne, 
their bookes beare witneſſe thereof, of the 
which I will ſaye further , that who ſo cucr 
readeth them ſhall neceſſarily frame to him 
felfea catholike ſpirit , and ſhall neuer after 
drinke the venim ot any hereſte.For all theſe 
fathers, as they were well inſtruted yppon 


ſ{elfe : ſo doe they breath our nothing but 
Hhumiline,abatement of preſumprion, abne- 


of charitic, and a care of ſpiritual vnitie,and 
as a man might ſaye , an indiviſibilitie with 
the Chur ch. | 


15 tolaye) when the profeſſion of doftrine 


matter of faith , nor injuſtice concerning 
manners: by the vvhich marke, it is con- 
uited that there is no true Church inthe 
world but the catholike Church, For there 
15 not a (ct inthe world be itof the Panimes 


what ſtates the Holie Ghoſt doth reſt him 


gation or denial of them ſclues,aſoucraizne 
_ reuerence to the Church,a perperuall flame 
| a  Theeightmarke 1; holmesof dollrme, (thar | 


doth not contein any falſehood concerning. 


_ Jewes, 


7 The ſcauenth markeis the conſormitie of - | + 


\} 
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Tewes, Turkes, orof hererikes as well olde ag 


'new:, bur it doth conteine in herdoArine 


ſome manifeſt impierie,or ſome injuſtice di. 
realy contrary to reaſon, as the ſe of Cal» 
uin doth make God author of finne : and 
as much thecayfeof the treaſon of Iudas,as 
of the conuerſton of S.Peter : and doth teach 
thatthe chriſtia can not do any good worke, 
Befids thar,al thar writings be mpugnours 
of chaſtitie, of virginitie, of Religion :1n» 
veihing againſt ling, againſt Vowes , a» 
gainſt all orderlie deuotion in the Churchgs 
eſtabliſhing al} vice : prouoking to diſs 
Paire: and laboring to excinguiſhthe ſeede 
of immorralitie in the hartes of men, Bur the 
Church catholike is perfeAly holicand ime 
maculate in her do&rine: ſhee doeth teach 


- many things in her miſteries aboue reaſon, 


butnothing againſt reaſon: the doth teach 
to auoide finne z ſhe doth corretranſgreſe 
ſors, ſhee doth comfort the penitentes : ſhee 


doth exhorrall her childre to walke holilie, 


iuſtlie, religiouſlic in all her waies , and to 
haue their verie thoughts holie, purging,il- 


luminating , & making themperfe for to 


preſentthem holie tro Gog. Come (fayrh S. 
Au gain Jroour Churches, there is nothin 
ſet 


orth to ſee, or tofollow which is impoſ= 


E3 


le 
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ſible, nothing vniuſt, nothing impure:there 


be inſinuated the commandements of the 
true God, or his marueiles declared, or his 
oifts prayſed:or his graces demaunded. And 
there 1s no perfe&t ioye nor true conſolation 


in the worlde but there : for that there is not 


any remiſion of fins in the world bur there. 

The ninth marke 1s holes of life, alwel in 
Prieſts as in the people, I know that this 
marke although many do cauil at ir, yer is it 
forcible, & more notorious in catholiks,than 
inall theſeRaries of the world. S. Chryfome 
fayth, that all the kindes of Inſtice that the ſer- 
rants of God haue in trueth , the ſeruants uf the 


deuil may haue the ſame diſimulation. The 


denil({aith he)bath his meek men, & his huble 
men:he hath his chaſt men: bis almes giners:his 
faſters, and all kind of goodnes that God hath 


created for the ſaluation of men. The deuil hath 


brought in the ſame kznd for to deceinethi:1o the 


end that between the true good & the good faig- 
nedthere ſhould be a confuſian , by the which the 


- Simple not being eaſihe able to diſcerne the true 


Food fro thegood faigned,whiles they ſearching 
ehe m? of god,they light vpo men of the denil: &+ 
there ts not any thing but only charitie, that the 
wncleane ſpirit canot counerfait. All apparance 
of Inftice 1s ſand in deceiners except only cha- 
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.  itywhich #not found but inthe only ſeruants of 
| © g04.The holy ghoſt hath reſerued to himſelf only 
| this vertueof charitie,in ſuch ſort, that by no 0= 
ther attion of [uſtice a man may ſo wel diſcerne 
where the holy ghoſt 35,95 the vertue of charnie. 
. Alhereſics at the beginning come masked 
with a ſuperficiall holines , which for that 
it is not the ſpirit of God , cannot ſoundlie 
be there ſetled. And as the Ape learned by 
arte to holdethe candle after hee hath ſtood 
ſome {mall while inſteede of a candleſtike,ar 
the fight of a nutcaſte before him, leaueth 
| all fortorunne after it : cuen fo they can nor 
long time indure without manifeſting the 
| ) ſpiritwhereof they bee; And as their father 
' was a murderer from the beginning, ſo they 


- ” 
| be come ſtraio 


ght waies thieues, kindlers of 10h.9. 
diſcention, worſe then Panimes and Barba-_ 
rians, and aboue all other vices, Pride is to 
them peculiar : whereof S. Auguſtin ſayeth: Aug.lde 
Inſundrie places there be ſundry herefies,but one paſte 
only mother pride hath ingendred tht all, as alſo 
our ovely mother the Catholike Church bath 
: brougbt foorth all faithfull Chriſtians diſperſed 
thrqughont the world. x 
 /Andall theſe hereſſes doe ſpring by acci- Egelipp. a= 
|  dentof ſomecuill occafſio, Egeſippus ſpeak- t—powang 
| + ingofthefirſt heretike , ſaith thus , rhen the "***e 
Ss _ E 4 church 
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church was calleda wirgm not being yet corrup= 


Theobutcs , , 1 þy adulterers doitrine, bus one Theobutes for - 


that he was denied a biſhoprike,didbegin to trou- 
ans, Oleanacorruptall things, Itappearcth inthe 
Ter.con, Ecclefiaſtical hiſtorie that Simo Magus, Va- 
Valcn.Epip lentin, Miarrian, Arrius,& all thoſe old mon= 
her.24. ters did ſpring out from thence : for diſdai- 
.TheodIi3 ning that others were preferred before them, 

they made aſc fortoreuenge themſelues, 


; Ns } s 
Avoc. 16, Þeing eloquent andof grear wirte, and of 


I.Coch. in Thoſe that S. John calleth falſe Prophers 
as Luth. iſſued our of the throate of the dragon: vn» 
1517.Luth cleane and deueliſh ſpirites , praCtifin o rhe 
rat ad Kings of the earth. Luther witneſled his 
| A& $1. ownemotiuein the firſt diſputation againſt 
de ST, Echius, crying out , this cauſe is not begun for 
fing: rhe loueof Goa: Himfelfe hath written thar 
s willingly he would haue denied theprefence 
of Jeſus Chriſt in the Fuchariſt , if the ſcrip» 
ture had not beneſo cleare, forthat thereby 

(Caith he) he did ſee that he might do much 
hurt to the Papacie. He boaſterh himlelfe, 


that Kings, Princes , and Popes were nor 


worthie to-vntie the latche of his ſhoes: hee 2 


ſayde that ht would that they ſhould holde 
him for a holie man wherher men would or 
no: that he did nor eſteeme much a thou- 


ſand Ciprigns,a thouſand Anguſtins:And for 
Fw Tl 
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! . toſhew more plainely that his father is the 
| - kingouer all the children of pride, he ſayth, 
that the deuill did teach him that the mafle 
was an euill thing, & that perſwaded by the C8r.Gela. 
reaſons of the deuill hee did aboliſh the inBibl.Lug 
maſle, His owne followers them ſelues,haue 
deſcribed him to bea man ful of a malitions 
ſpirir and withour charitie, Eraſmus ſayrh, Eraf.o} ; 
thathe was a manifeſtdeceiner , and that he "9% 4, + 
did neuer ſeeone of thoſe which haue fol= | 
lowed him that did amend them ſelues.bur 
many impaired. One of his owne miniſters 
_ writeth in this manner , tothe ende that all 
| the world may know that they bee not Pa- 
|. Ppiſtes,and that they do nottruſt any whit ax 
all in good workes, they do nonear all: and 
hauing changed the ſpirit of humilitieimo — 
arrogancie,& redoubling their firſt diſſolu- Lutin Po 
tions without faſting , without almes, they "| 
call that kinde of life an euangelicall lite. 
_ _ Luther himſelfehathacknowledged that his 
 - owne diſciples gaue themſelues to be more 
reuenvefull,more couctous,proude,ynmer=- 
cifull, varulie, and much worſe then they 
had bene, then vvhen they were Papiſtes, 
Which thing the principall Lutherans pere 
ceiuing , and that their corruption vvas 
chiefely cauſed for thatthey had taken away 
FN auri» 
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_ auriculer confes{1on, they were defirous ts 


Sotoauy 4» s 
lifenr.vbi 
de confcll, 
Ari. 


reſtore the ſame againe by way of policie : && 
for to conſtraine the people there to,they did 
preſent arequeſt ro the Emperour Charles 
the fifte, who refuſed to heare them, except 


they would vnite them-ſelues againe to the 


Church. His diſciples Caluin and Beza 
did notſo much as couer them-ſelues with 
ſheepes skines, but being verie noon-deuils 
DzMoNIA MERIDIANA 
haue painted out them-ſclues as Apoſtatas 


of nature, publiſhing their finnes like So- 


dome and not hiding theſame; hell it ſelfe 


coulde not caſt forth more filth then the 
{choole of thoſe abhominable Penrapolitaines 


or Gomorits, They haue digged our of the. 


filth the bookes of impietie and ethnicall 
corruptions which our fore-fathers had 
buried. They haue thereof made commen- 
raries, and put them in french for to infe&e 
there-with the world : And horrible thing, 


that they hauenot bene aſhamed to cal the- 


ſclues waldins,to write that they helpe them 
ſclues with empoiſoning , with witchcrafte, 
with Magicke, and with the diueliſhe art 
for to diſpatch them-ſclues of their euil 


willers. IT would neuer haue beleeued thar 


Sathan had bene foe impudent , if I had 


not 


———— — 


— 
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not ſeene theſamein their bookes. They do 

reuileall auncient fathers with ſhameful in= 

juries , exalting the olde heretikes ſo farre, 

that they cajl S. Hicrome a peruerle ſpirit, C:l.in har. 
and wicked : & Tov 1N1a N which was an cuan- 

| hereticke they call an holy man :.and ſay, 

that S. Hierom and S. Auguſtin in thar, 

that they did gain-ſayTov 1N1Anwere the 

ſelues heretikes. And it is a wonderful doltiſh oy 
follie in them whom they haue bewitched, 7 
that they doe not recouer any ſpace of time, 

for to conſider their illuſions : and whereof 

it cometh that in their writinges do appeare 

ſomany iniuries, ſuch falſe accuſations, and 

lyes, and not anylightof Charitie, or griefe 

of ſcandal of their neighbours,tnrning al ac- 

cidents of diſorder in to mockery cr marter 

of detrattion,in rheir behauiours. The fabu- 

louſe goddes Artin Homer,did never make 

ſo many calamities as they haue made where 

they haue paſſed by. If their ſeQuaries ſeing 

their ſteps did caſt their cies towardes them, 

for to conſider by the motion of what ſpirir 

they haue burned our Churches , martired, 

cruelly our prieſtes, deſtroyed our houſes,&c 
committed a million of inhumanities , they 

ſhould ſee that ſuch thinges bee nor the 

markes of therruechurch. The ſpiritof God 

i | | | is 


tt 
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is not ina tempeſt of wind ouerthrowing the 
mountaines. and breaking the ſtones; it is 
not ina thundering commotion; it is not in 
in fter which. doth deſtroy where it paſſeth: 
itis ina ſound of a ſpirit,calme, and gentle, 
woorking no harme norruine, butcreating 
a new & reuiuing in ſuch ſort, as the ſcrip= 
ture ſayth that he did manifeſt himſclfto 
Elias . As for the Catholike people,it is too 
true that there be mamie wicked , yet there 
are alſo many thar feare God , loue theyr 
neighbour, and endeuor to keep them ſelues 
' vndefaled of this world: which had rather 
loſe their goods & their liues then the grace 


of God. The catholik people is as the graiige 


of a laborer full of ſheaues of corne, whereof 


there doth not appeare to the cies bur the 
_ chaffe: Yet if one come tothreſhe the ſhea« 

ues and put the graine bare apart, there 
wilbe founde a good heape. ] know men 
ſce not the good people goe to geather in 
troupes , bur. that the flud of corruption 
which hath ſwaie, hath ouerthrowne manie, 
and that itſemeth, (as ſayth the Prophet) 
that Sathan doth reape the field and gather 
the vines,and that God doth not bur gleane 


or leaze after him . Bur yer I ſaye there be a 


good number which doe ſer them (clues 


againſt 


_ perſed here and there, doing their charge 
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againſt the euil , and continue ſti] ſtanding 


ypright, holding them ſelues faſtened ts 
GODand will be rather cruſhed to pieces 


then to ſeperate them ſelues from him: 


Who if they fall ſomtime by infrmitie, 
yer they riſe againe quicklie , mainteining 
their cuſtom of weldoing, and praying vmo - 
God inceflantlie thar he will tortifie them: 
and when they muſt reſolue them ſelues, 
will forſake all the reſpeQtes of the world for 
the honour of God. 
As for our prieſts itcan notbe difſembled 
bur that theirs be dreedfull ſcandals, and all 
good people haue their hartes wounded to 
ſee thediſorders that be in them : thoſe men 
that deſerue high puniſhmenthaue there 
the higheſt honours , and the mindes of the 
common people, whichare moued moreby 
example , than by reaſon , doe fall by too 
much "marking the maners of many Pre- 
lates. But whart ſo euer confuſion there be, 
yetare there ſome found not vnworthie,diſ- 


with reuerence. The griefe is that the you 


| Part doth ſurmount the better , and there 


are not to furniſh euerie where. It is our 
parte to pray that when the Tudaſles & wrai» 
tors ſhalbe gone inte their places , G ay 
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will giue vs Mathiaſſes for toſupplie their 
| roomes againe, Inthe mean time, good or - 
| bad as we haue them we honor them,as mi= 
:niſters and diſpenſers of the miniſteries of 
| God, Wee know that we muſtalwaies make 
| j diſtinRion betweene the vocation and the 
| erſon. In the mines of golde and {1{uer, one 
| ſhall not finde the goldeall pure : rhere is 
Fil but onelitle veine vpon a grain of the earth: 
1H Yer men letnor for that , to take that veine 
| and leaue the carth. Now the gold and the 
ſiluer be the Sacraments of the yvorde of | 
God:the earth is the corrupted maners.7 he 
holines of the church coſifeth not in the perſons 
Optatae but in the Sacramentsſaieth Optatus. The «) 
* Prieſtes for thercuerenceof their prieſthood 
Hebr,79, Ought to beeas Melchiſedech without fa- 
ther, vvithourt Mother , vvithour genealo- 
2ie, kings of peace and of Juſtice, that is to 
ſaye, all ſpirituall, all pure, all holie,with- 
out fleſhlie affeion , 'as if they vvere 
deſcended from Heauen, not ſubieR to the 
paſsions of men : if they be not ſuch,if they 
reach the 200d and doethe euill, they bee 
ike the Carpenters of the Arke of Noe, 
which taking no care to ſaue them (clues 
did not enter therein : orlike the Candle 
vvhich giveth bght to others and conſu-. 
| meth 
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meth ir felfe , or as the markes which ſhewe 
the way and ſturre notfrom theirplace. 

Noe did not caſt himſelfe into the water bee 
cauſe of the vncleannes of the beaſts which 
weare in the arke : ſo wee mult not departe 
from the Church for the vices of men. If a 
| fickemanſhould refuſe the remedy of a Phi 
ſition , for that the Phiſition him ſelfe is 
ſubieR to rhelike diſeaſe, were miſaduiſed. 
The grace of the Sacraments is not of leſle 
force for the euil] life of a prieſt: and the di= 
uinitiecan not beimpeached by the corrup= 
tion of perſons. If the beames of the ſunne 
do not defile themiſclues paſsing by vnclean 
places,muchlef[e do the Sacraments of god 
which bee remedies purging al contagions. 
A man muſt neuer ground his religion vpon 
the perfeQion of creatures : for that yvcre 
Idolarrie. Ir is vpon the worde of God that 
hee muſt make his foundation. AndI will 
ſaye more, that it was expedientfor vs,to 
haue for our paſtors,men taken from among 
men, which bee of flejheand bloud as wee 
are, weake and vnperfeQas wee, and can 
haue compaſsion on vs,for to diftribut the 
Sacraments according as our weaknes doth 
require, If God had giuen vs angels for 
Paſtors, they would haue required too great. 


Pere 
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perfeftions of vs. God hath giuento prieſts 
the miniſterie of his giftes . Iris of prieſtes 
* thatour Sauiour doth ſay, as thou haſt ſenr 
 metothe worlde, ſol haue ſentthem into. 
the world. I haue giuen them thy word , and 
I do not pray onlieforthem , burfor thoſe 
which ſhal beleeue in me by their word, .. 
How contemprible ſo euer the perſon of the 
prieſt be,I conſider God in him,and not the 
man : and honoring the contemptible man, 
in that he is the vicar of God, ] honour God 
more, then if honored a holieman which 
were perfe&: becauſe I doe it not for any 
other reſpe&than for the loue of God:where 
as in hole man, itis the holines of life &.the 
prerogatiue of vertues which makeththem 
venerable. To be ſhort we muſt not onlie 
receiue Teſus Chriſt in his own perſon , bur 
we alſo muſt receiue rhe holie Ghoſtin his 
Church: As Ieſus Chriſt is the head , ſo the 
holie Ghoſt is the ſoule of the Church, and 
the chaire of Teſus Chriſt thal not haue leſſe 
priuiledgethan that of Moiſes, From Moiſes 


O - | = 
ynto the Meſſtas , the Sinagogue alwaies 


. taughtthe truth:ſorhechaire of Meſſi as ſhal 
teach the truth, to the end of the world. The 
2d; of rhe chaire is of that force, that the 
{ame doth conſtrains thoſe to ſay wel which 


- 


« w- - . 
} 


_donot well : butmany in that chaire do the 


- which bee diuine operations ſurmounting 
the abilitie of all creatures , as to rayſe the Exod.4. 


amone the Jewes and the Cartholikes : 'The pref. 
Jews haue nothad any,fithence Ieſus chriſt. 
The Mahometiſts haue neuer made any: & 


_ didſpeake, water cariedin a fiueby a veſtal 


77 ſuch like,be allighttoyes tending not tO the Cicero, 
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one & the other. For concluſto of this mark: 
Amone Catholikes there be good people, & 
all may be ſuch ,butamong heretikes there 
be none good,nor none can be. 
The tenth marke is the glorie of miracles, 19 


dead,to make the blindetoſee, to helpe the Wo 
lame, and tocure diſeaſes which are natu- a of 
rallieincurable. And this marke is neceſſarie Hebr.z. 
for to perſwade a new faith , oran extraor- Auglide 7 
dinary ſending,euen according as the ſcrip- Vi-cred.& 3} 
tureand all thefathers do teach. But neuer 2*:4< <ivite 7 


; Deic.8. 
were there true miracles in the worlde but Tertl.de 


=, 


Mahomet ſaythin the Alccran,that the mi« M 
racles haue bene giuen to Ieſus Chriſt, and 4 
the ſword tohim. The Panimes alſo neuer 
wrought any true miracles:thoſe which they 


report touching an oxe & an Image which 


virgin, araſorthat did cut a whetſtone, and -;, x um 


viuiftcation,orbettering of any creature,but Val.Maz, 
be ſecrettrickes which the diuels wares. 
eee ne eB lie 
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filie do for to amaze and to maintaine in the 
folies of Paganiſme. . Burt true and liuche 
miracles bringing ſounde comforte ro men, 
neuer Sathan nor his angels, nor the falſe 
Prophets , nor the Panimes , nor the Here« 
tikes haue euer done anie, Thoſe thatS y xz- 
TON1Vs and Tacirty $haue written of 
Veſpaſian, that hee did make one that was 
blinde to ſee with his ſpitle, and heale one 
that was lame, and an other that had a drie 
hand ,thoſe be the myracles of Teſus Chriſt, 
vyhich thoſe prophaine perſons would rob 
him of, for to attribute them to their Em- 
perour: and they themſelues diſcouer their 
theft by their owne writings. Tacityvs 
doeth write that the ſaide blinde man faide 
to Veſpaſtan , that he had in reuelario of the 
God Serapts, to come to him. Nowethe 
Panimes, vvhich had nor yet hearde then of 
I zsvs Chriſt,did think that the Chriſtians 
did worſhip Serapis, as it doeth appeare in 
an epiſtle of the "AS Adrian to Serui- 
anus conſul, as appeareth in YVopiſczs where 
he ſaith:that in the town of Alexandria they 
thar worſhippe Serapis vvere Chriſtians, 
whereby one may (ce thatthe Author of the 
healing of the blinde,. was the God of the 
chriſtians, The cauſe of the error in the name 
Serapie 
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Serapis cometh of rthar, that the throughour 
al the wor!d;men talked of the miracles that 
Jeſus Chriſt & his Apoſtles had done in Iu 
rie,and the countries round abour: and did 
not declare them according to the pure 
eruth,as commonly things which be donein 
countries far off,be diſguiſed and altered by 
them which report them: & rhe Panimes at 
all rimes haue wok raſh and fooliſh to iudge 
of thinges to them vnknowen, giuing far 
hiſtorie that which they did imagine,accore 
ding to their darknes, as it appeareth eueby 
the {criprureit (elf, Fuen ſo the Sirians being 
ouercome by the Tewes , ſaidethatthe God 
of the Iewes was the God of Mountaines & 
tliat they muſt intrappe him in the valleis, U 
Eue ſo Rapſaces did iudge that Ezechias had 4". 894 4 
deſtroicd the altars of the God of the Tewes, Aa. Oo "= 
whe hedeſtroyed the idols. Likewiſe the Li- ” 
caonians did call Barnabas Jupiter, & S,Panl 
Mercurie,for that he was the chiefe ſpeaker. 

In like manner the Panimes in the time of 
the Apoſtles, vnderſtanding thatthe Chri» 
ſtians did worſhippe Iefus Chriſt in the Fu- 
chariſt, (aide that they did worſhippe Ce- 
res and Bacchus. And aboue althe Panimes, 
Tacitus by his writings doth thewe him= 
 ſ{elfe tobe a manifeſt ſclanderer of matters, 
EN Euro omnay come: > ne 
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both Chriſtian and Judaica). Butyet to take 


the hiſtorie, as if there vvere no crrour in 


_ the name of Serapis, and that thedeed were 


auerred in the perſon of Veſpaſian : it 
vvas not ablinde manin deede, nor a lame 
man indeed which were healed by Velpa- 
ſian. For Tacitus doth write that the Phi- 
{icions aſſembled did ſaye, that the diſeaſe 
of thoſe two were curable : thatin the one 
the facultie of ſight was not loſt, and that 
the ſame might come againe,if they.did take 
from him the impediments: As to the other, 
he ſayth that it was caſte to helpe his legges. 
Therefore if the diſeaſes which naturallie 
might be healed , haue bene cured by the 
craft of the deuil;thar is not a true myracle. 
Andaitis credible which Tertullian ſayeth, 
that thoſe diſcaſes whereof the deuil , which 
did hinder in the one the yſeof the eic,, and 
inthe other the vſeof theleg zes,to the end 
that he might ſeeme to heale , when hee did 
ceaſe to hurt, and to the ende har it might 
darken the rrue miracles of Teſns Chriſt, and 
of the Apoſtles. The true, certain, cuidenr, 
and vnforged miracles haue neuer bene bur 
in the Catholike Church, in- the vyhich, 
atall times according to neceſſarie occaſion 
God hathwrought them , in the bevinning 
_ in 
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in infinite number: but ſithence, that heas 
uenly plant hauing caſt his rootes through= 
out the earth, and hauing no more neede of 
ſuch vyatering , they haue bene leſle fre- 
quented, for thar 1t is not for the benefite of 
the Church to haue ſo often miracles. And 
yet not withſtanding for the ſpace of theſe 
thouſand yeeres there: hath no age paſſed 
without miracles in the Catholike Church 
authentiklie witneſſed , and without zaine- 
* faying : as the myracles done by Tharaftus, 
S. Malachie, S. Bernard, S. Frauncis, S. 
Dominike, and others, which haue made . 
| _the blindeto ſee, reſtored hearing to the 
) deafe,holpen the lame, and rayſed the dead. 
' And itis not much more then a hundred 
yeares from S. Vincent, hee which did con= 
_ Uert 25, thouſande Jewes and Sarafins , of 
whom 38.dead men wererayſed from death Antonin, 
tolife, Anthoninus which was of his time, part. hiſt, 
hath written the ſame. And ali the people, P23 
Chriſtians, ewes and Turkes did ſee the 
ſame. Of our time it hath bene written from 
the Indians newlie diſcouered , that Francis . 
Xauier prieſt , a Teſuit haue healed ſomeof 
the palſey, ſomedeafe , ſome domme , ſome 
blinde: and rayſed one dead, and hath done 
other myracles , witneſsing that hee was of 
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the ſpirit of the Apoſtles: And all choſe holie 
perſons werecatholikes. Many haue written 
that Caluin & other new heretiks hauefub- 
orned poore people for to counterfait them= 
{clues to bedead,to the end that they might 


raiſethem againein the aſſemblic of people, 
forto authoriſe their impietie:the which cotl- 


rerfaiting to be dead , hauedyed indeedein 

theaQte of their feyning , to the confuſion of 
the decciuers. In concluſion, the marke of 
the true miracles is not foundein any place 
of the world,bur in the Catholike Church. 


31 Theelcuenth marke, is the vahappie ende 
_ - of thearch-hereriks,& of princes their pro= 
reQors, and the proſperitie of thoſe thar 
'haue defended the Church. I know howe 


much a man mult leane or truſt to his mark, 


' Tknow that god doth often ſpare the wicked 


and doth fatten them with proſperitics, and 
ſhew him ſelfe more auſtere and hard to his 
eruechildren , to the ende to a: wake them 
again, & that they remaine sotſetled in the 
earth. Therefore our faith hith other ſounde 
roundes ſufficient vvithout authoriſin 
6 by euents, which may haue by the will 
of God motiues vnto vs incomprehenſible: 
and may happen ſometimes vvithdiſaduan= 


tage (inreſpe(t of themorlde) to the true 


chil» 
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children of God, as roddes and. fatherlie 
chaſliſements. Bur wee ſee ordinarilic that 
God doth ſhew himfelfe ſo good a father, 
_ and fo fauorable towardes thoſe which bee 
coragious to defende his Church , that 
ouer and abouethe moſt happie etrernirie, 
which is aſſured vnto them, he doth reward 
them alſo temporallie : and ſtrikes vvith 
12nominie and calamiries, thoſe vvhich bee 
enemies to him, Among the Archeheretikes, 
Simon Magus caried by the deuil in the ayr, 
atthe prayer of S. Peter did fall downe and 
al bruſed dyed ſhamefullie : Manichens was 
flaydealiue by the King of Perſia, Monta- 
nus did hang himſelfe: Arrius being about 
to gocinto the Church, ſodainly dyed'of an 
horrible death caſting our his 1ntrals : Ne- 
ſtorius vyas eaten of vermin, Luther dyed 
fodenly the ſame night that at ſupper he had 
tippled {quare, golsiped, and made all the 
.companie to laugh. Zwinglius vvas ſlaine 
in yvarre againſt the Catholikes : Corolſta< | 
dius {laine of a deuil by the teſhmonie of his 
own diſciples.Caluin dyed yet more mifera- 
bly.Among Princes, Iulian the apoſtata was 
{laine from heauen , and his bodice vvithour 
burning vvas ſwallowed vp of the earth, 
0 as. Db live of the Arrian Gothes 
FE F 4. whom 


= 
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vvhom hee had fauoured. Anaſtaſius was 
ſtriken vvith thunder. Hunerick King of 
Vandals eaten with vermin. The 3.Ferods, 
as alſo Nero, Domitian, Maximin and all 
the other perſecutors of Chriſtians be miſe- 
rablie dead, either by killing them ſelues, 
or being cruellic killed by their owne men. 
Contrariwiſe all the Emperours and Catho= 
like kings which haue detended the church, 
haue bene glorious inthe world : God hath 
made them triumph ouer their enemies, 8c 
hath giuen them their defirs. The examples 
of Conſtantin , of Theodoſtus the elder and 
yonger,of Honorius & of others,doth proue 
the ſame. Solong as Heraclius vvas a good 
catholike, he proſpered againſt the Perfians: 
after thathee became an heretike, hee vyas 
vnhappie and dyed miſerablie: Likewiſe Ju- 
ftinian. And to be ſhorte, ſithence thar rhe 
Emperours of the eaſt, did withdrawe them 
ſelues from theRomain Church, they grewe. 
from daic todaiein decaie, waxing weaker 
and weaker till they loſt the Empire. Iris 
apparant thatthe Emperours of the Weſts 
haue flouriſhed more or leſle, according as 
their deuotion vvas more or leſle to the 
Church:As for Fraunce,vvee can notdeny 
that everithath bene in greater gloric and 
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more redoubred to the world , then when ir 
was a refuge to Popes : and hath neuer de- 
clined ſo muchas when it hath beneagainſt 
them. And of our kings, thoſe which haue 
done moſt for the Romain Church, haue 
bene the moſt happie , moſt beloued of the 


people,and molt dreadfull to their enemies. 


Jn our time, in the yeare 1 5 3 1. the Catho- 
like Suiſſers had fiue batrails againſt the he- 
retik Swiſfers , and in them al the Catholikes 


_ did vanquiſh the heretikes: & makine fina= 


lie a peace, in the firſt article, the heretikes 
did write this clauſe: that from thence forth 
they would leaue in peace their confederats 
concerning the poynt of their true indoub- 


red atid Catholike faith. And the Catholikes 


this clauſe: that they would leaue their con- 
federats in peace touching the pointof their 
faith, vvithour adding theſe words rrue, #s= 
doubted , Catholike. In Germanie 1 5 47. 
Charles the fifte witha ſmall number had a 
marueilons viRorie of the Lutherans, which 
had an armie of more then threeſcore thou- 
ſand men. In Fraunce the Catholikes. haue 
alwaies for themoſt part ouercome the he-. 
retikes,as at the battell of Dreuz, of Ierna, 


-of Mountcounter , and ſeldome or neuer. 
 hauethe heretikes in iuſt barcell ouercom 


e 
the 
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the Catholikes , neither in Fraunce ;. nor 1n 
Faunders, nor in Almaine, nor elſe-where: 
and wee ſhall ſee doubtleſſe (with the grace 
of God ) that thoſe which ar this daie pur 
ehemſelues in force to defendethe Church, 
God ſhall crowne them vvith honour and 
ou ſhall heape vnto them goods, pro 

perities, & temporal bleſsings, & ſhal cauſe 
his vyrathand all malediQions and ſhames 
_ toraizne yppon the perfecutors , and vpon 
_ the ſecreete traitors which doe fauour Hee 
refie, | ; 
22 The twclueth marke, # the vnion of the 
members with their ſoneraighe head, vvhich 
15 the ſucceſſor of S. Peter, in the gouerne= 
ment of the vniuerſal Church, Our Sauiour 
being defirous to giue vs ſucr and ſerled 
centre in the ſphere of his church,from the 
which all the lines ofthe dodrine of ſaluati- 
on ſhould beedrawento the circumference 
of the world, did chooſe thechaire of S. Pe- 


ter, thatis to ſaye, theplace conſecrated by 


theſcate and martirdomeof Saint Peter, the 
which by prerogatiue of honour he did ap- 
poyntto be head of the vnitic of his Church, 
making him , not his ſucceſfour ( for it is 
Insvs Currsr him ſclfe, vyhichis al- 
watcs the onlie true head of his Church, re- 


(\&0d 


UT ( 


| confuſed and more diſordered, than the - 
 bottomleſlepir ir ſelfe : he deſerueth not to 
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maining vamooucable and immortall, and 
wvhich neuer ſhall haue ſucceſſor, making 


It fruitfull alwaies him ſelfe only, by his holy 


ſpirir.) But making him his depure , lieu- 


renant, and vice-gerentin carth, in the out= 


ward miniſterie & ſoueraigne iuriſdiion of 
his Church, 8& after him all his ſucceſſors in 


the ſame ſort. So thatthe ſouerajone Biſhops 
bee Vicars of Ixsvs CurisrT, andnor 
ſucceſlors : and ſucceſſors of S. Peter not his 
vicars: whoſocuer wil take from the Church, 


that Monarchie called the vicariege of Jeſus 


Chriſte, hee would haue a flocke vvithour a 


Paſlor:an armie vvithout a Leader : a bodie | 
wirhour a head: a building without foun- 


co -* , » 
dation: and the ſtarres withour their ſonne, 


That is ro ſaye, he would haue the diſperſion 
of the flocke , the diſcomforture of the Ar« 
mie, the death of the bodis; the ouerthrowe 
of the building , the darkning of the ſtarres: 
hee would haue a confuſed chaole, diforde- 


redand voydof al proportion,and an Anar= 


chie or goucrnment , more horrible, mote 


be heard, God whichis the authoroforder 


and nor of confuſion , which hath appoyn= 
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red anorder among the Angels, wil nqtthar 
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preroga- 


mues of $S. 


Peter 


Matth. 10. 


Niles, And all the Euangeliſts, makin 
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we 2oe mingle mangle in the ſocietic of this. 


world. We know wel as touching the power 
of the order, which concerneth the real bo- 
dic of the perion of Teſus Chriſt , all pricſtes 
bee equall to $. Peter , and to theſoueraine 
biſhoppe in the prieſthood : but as rouching 
the Iuriſdiftion which doth concerne the 
bodie miſticall of the church , there it is 
where thereare ditferenrdegrees, and where 
one ſoucraigne head of all prieſts is requilir, 
which may hold the principallitie ouer all 
the Church. Who fo cuer difſembleth to 
{ee in the text of the goſpel the principalite 
of S. Peter, and of his ſucceſſors, he is a reb= 
bel to lizht, and fleeth the trueth, of ſer pur-= 
poſe, and doth ſhew that he is ſtirred by the . 
wickednes of a poiſoned hart : for theſe pre= 
rogatiues of S, Peter , whichare witneſſed 
1n the goſpel are to be conſidered, Firſt that 
S. Matthewe manifeſtlie and expreſlie hath 
giuen to S.Perer the title of chief of the Apo= 
o mens 
tion of the holy college of the Apoſtles , doe 
giue alwaies the firſt place toS. Perer. Thar 
S. Neter is only hee among the Apoſtles to 
whom our ſauiour hath chaunged the name, 
and hath gjuen him one of his owne names, 
molt famous, whereby he is often fi pits. 
a OT \ Dlote 
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noted, or deſigned in the ſcriptures (that is 


toſay ) the rocke : for in thoſe two thatwere 
ſurnamed ſonnes of thunder, the name was 
not chaunged, they had only the giftof ve- 
hemencie. Nowe God did neuer put newe 
name, but when hee made ſome greatnewe 
benefate in the worlde, ojuinze with the 


name the efficacie of the whichit dothſ:onje 
fie: as naming. Abraham he gaue himto be 
made a father of many nations: enen ſo na- 
ming Peter, he gaue him the firmnes of the 
| vocke and of ſtone, for to ground vpon him 
ſome greatnew building, \ it bealſo con- 
fidered that S. Peter isonly hee among the 
Apoſtles: to whom the father cuerlaſting did 
. reueale, that Teſus was Chriſte the ſonne of 
the liuing God. For al theother holding their 
peace, and ſuffering the ignorant opinion of 
rhe common people to preuaile which had ſo 
baſe an imagination of Ie s vs Chriſt, thar 
they did eſteeme himonly , forcither Elias, 
for the zeale of the lawe; or Hieremie for the 


holines of life: or Iohn Baptiſt by reaſon 


of his baptizing : or ſome prophet for tore- 


ueale the things to come : S. Peteronly pur 


himſelfe forward not hauin e reſpeR to the 
ſubſtance of fleſhe and bloud ; but pasſing 


on beyand thoſe corporal & humain things, 


ws 


\ 


, 
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by revelation of the ſoucraigne Father, 
Hee did {ce with the eyes of the minde the 
fonne of the liuing God , and confeſſed the 
 elorieof his deitie, pronouncing with heart 
& mouth theſe wordes, or rather that ſound 
of the diuinitie and humanitic of I x s v 8 
Chriſt: chow art Chriſt the ſor: of the lining god, 
as if he had ſaid , thou arrnor Elias , which 
was take vp into hceauen, which art deſcen= 
ded from-heauen for tolifr vp man from the 
earth: thou art not Hieremic , or I. Baptiſt 
ſanQifted in the wombes of their mothers, 
BucTeſus Chriſt ſanRifying the world: thou 
art not a prophet ro whom are revealed the 
things to come ; bur Teſus Chriſt which haſt 
_ inthy ſ1ehr al eternitie. Thoſe words 
e very high, bur the ſence vnderſtood by 
9.Perer, 1s yet much higher : And it was 
neceſſarie that it ſhould fo be, that he which 
ought to hold the chaire of Ieſus Chriſt, for 
to teach all- the worlde the true Religion, 
ſhould haue thar loftineſle of faith, thar 
-grearneſle of knowledge,thar feruor of loue, 
and confeſſe the ſame, by the which his co 
feſsion , as Teſus Chriſt , had made him to 
know God: fo S. Peterhad madeleſus chriſt 
to be knowen: Wherupon Ieſus Chriſt hath 
therefore loued him aboucal the other, hath 
therefore 
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therefore declared him verie happie & hath 
given him that great participation of his 
name, 7ocke. And tothe end that thar name 
ſhould not be voyde and idle, heepromiſed 
him that vpon thatſtone, hee would build : 
his Church, and thar the gates of bell ſhould | 
neuer preuaile againſt the ſame : thathee 
would ciue himthe keyes of the kingdome - 
_ of heauen, and thatall thathe ſhould binds 
and vnbindein earth, ſhould be bound and 
vnbound in heauen: he hath not ſpoken of }.. 
giving the keyes to the other Apoltles.Sothe - : 
churchis builded vpon the faith & confel= 
fion of S.Peter : And thefaith which is the :; 
ſeed of our regeneration is called the faith of 
S.Pejer; Letthat alſobe conſidered which , _ 
is ſpoken of in S. Luke, that the people preſ- Lf 
fing on our Sauiour for to heare the word of 
God : our Sauiour ſeeing neerethe lake two 
ſhippes , went vp into the one which belon< 
. ged toS;Perer, where being (cr, hedid teach — 
the people. And thoſe tharſailedin the other 7-1 q; 
ſhippe tranſported them ſclues into thatrof 
S.Peter, with Jeſus Chriſt, Ler it befurrher | 
confidgred that the two miracles, done by 
our Sauiour in the taking of fiſhes , were 6 
done in theſhip of S. Peter, and by themi= 
niſterieof $, Peter. Thar S. Peter , alſo is'7 
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95 THE FIRMEFOVNDATION 
only he among the Apoſtles, that ourſauiour 

$ made'goe vpon the waters: for whom only he 
9 payed rribute:for whomonly in particular he 
prayed to his father, ro the ende his faith 

Io ſhould not fayle: z» whome.onely hee gaue 


11 ef whome,as head of others , hee did require 
I2 more loue then of others: whoſe feete he did 
| +rſt waſhe according to S. Auguſtine : ro 
13 whomhee did firſt appeare after his reſurre= 
14 CQtion: zowhons onely he forctolde his death 


ſaid three times feed & gouerne my ſheepe, 

16 meaning his Church : whome more preciſc- 
lie than others hee commanded to followe 

17 him : who oxely , vyhen the Diſciples wete 
 ſcandalizedat thevvordes of our Sauiour, 
laying that he would gjue his bodie to care, 
aun{wered for all the Apoſtles, and ſayde: 
Lord thou haſt the wordes of life enerlaſimg, 


18 andweebeleene the ſame: whome onely among 


'Gw 


- Antioche hath written that our YSauiour. 


c 
. 


S.lames 


charge toconfirme thefaith of his brethere: 


15 anddeathon the Croſſe: to whome onelic hee 


_ all thediſciples our ſauiour did baptize with. 
his owne handes. Firſt Fuodius immediate: 


ſucceſſor of S, Peter in the Biſhopprike of. 


Buod. inli, did Baptize onelie the Virgin his mother 
Fhes, among women, and S. Peter onely among. 
; men,and that S,Peterdid baptizeS. Andrew. 


1 '% 
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S. Tames, S. Iohn, and the others: Thar S. 
Peter alſo as headof the Apoſtles, after the 
aſcention of our Sauiour did affemble the 
church for to chuſe an Apoſtle in the place 

of Iudas : Thar S. Peter after theſending of 19 
the holy ghoſt, did firſt preach and conuert 20 
m twoſermons eizhtthouſfand ſoules. That Att.r, 


hee didthe firſt miracle onthe lame man, 


Which was at the gate of the Temple. Thar 


he as a ſouerai one iud oedid condemne the 
fraude & hipocrifieof Ananias 8 Saphira, 
whom he did kille with: his \word: Thar he 


knew & did condene the firſt notable arch- 


 heretike Simon Magus : thatto him was di. 21 


reted,asto the head.the viſio of that ſheere, 
let downefrom heauen, hauing of al ſorts of At, 
beaſtes, & commandementto preach tothe ** 


 gentiles : the which viſion doeth concerne 


the direion of the yniuerſall Church: thar 
for him as head of the Church prayer was 
made without ntermiſsion inal the church, 4% . - 
which is notſaid of any of the others. That. ® 
hein the Councel of the Apoſtles did ſpeake 
Arſt as head: That he in the moſt holy Creed ,, 
of the Apoftles did begin firſt, by that high , - 
worde Credo, thereby making the Chriſtian | 
religion, a religion of faith , for whoſe ſake, 
d.Daul faith that he went vp expreſſelie into , ; 
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Jeruſalem : note alſo that S. Peter hime 
ſelf doth teſtifie, thar God choſe him among 
the Apoltles, that by his mouth the Gentiles 
ſhould heare the word of the Goſpell , and 
belecue: Letitbe alfo conſidered that after 


that the twelue Apoſtles had receued the 
'Holie Ghoſt and the gifte of all tongues, ha» 


uing diſtributed among them ſelues all the 


earth,therein to plant euerie one in his quar= 


ter the Goſpell of Telus Chriſt: S. Peter as 


| head of the twelue, is ſent tothe head of the 
_ world, to the Queene of cities, the chiefe ci- 


tie of the Romain Empire, to the ende, thar 
thelaw of trueth which did reueale it ſelfe 
for the ſaluation of all people, might ſpread 
it ſelfe abroade more eaſilie from the head to 


all the bodie of the worlde: and where the 


worlde had the head of his Empire, there 
the prince of the Apoſtles hath had his ſeate, 
in theciticof Rome : in the which ( hauing 
firit giuen order to the affaires of the Eaſt) 
hee comes him ſelfe to make his aboade, for 
to forme and ſetin order the aftaires of the 

Weſte, and of all the worlde :where hauins 
ended his courſe before the time of his death 
Teſus Chriſt made vnto him yer one prero« 


29 gatiuemore,by appearing vnto him,& laying 
39 to him, that hee would bee glorifyed 


by his W 


j 


mare 
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martirdome wichin the citic of Rome: Lerir 
be further conſidered , that the Churches 
founded by S.Peter (that is to ſay Antioche 
and Alexandria)haue bene named the chief Incon.C 
Parriarchal Churches, and did goe beforeal Fg 
theothers in the Councels. Let it bee confi= "3s 
dered thatin the Primatiue Church, in the ,, 
reſtimomiall letters that they gaue to thoſe 
that went into far countries, & did chaunge 
their habitations , to the end they might bee Sidon apol | 
receined where they went tothe communis, **7+-2+ | 
there was put downe in ſubſcription after 
the firſt letters of the names of the Father, 
of the Sonne, & ofthe holie Ghoſt : the firſt 
\ letter of the name of S. Peter , for witneſle, 
that ſuch a one was Catholike. Finallie, let 
it be conſidered that the Church haue made 
a feaſt, or holie daie of the chaire of S. Peter, 
for to praiſe God for the ſoucraigne benefite 
that hee hath done to his Church , to giue 
him a Chaire eminente aboue the others 
which ſhould alwaies be certain,vnto whom 
al the world may haue recourſe, & of whom 
all the world ought to be inſtrufted, as ſaith 
_ Opratus, the which feaſt is very ancient. For 
BedeandS, Auguſtin make mention therof. Opeari, », 
7 Bur in none of the other Apoſtles are the Bed.ia thetl 
jg» Pprerogatiues found to be calledof our Saui- rar xa 
| i our © 
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our into the fellowihip of his name, and of 
his office and paſtorall care : and euen of his 
death,to be the mouth of theother Apoſtles 
in all occurrant affaires , nor the other pre= 
rogatiues , the which haue bene attribured 
of all the auncients , to the ſupremacie and 
principalitieof'S, Peter , which being eui- 
dent in, Perer,itis ſuperfluous to ſpeake of 


them in his ſucceſſors. For it is well knowen 


that our ſauiour giving a head tohis church 


hath not intended to gtueonly the ſame for 

thetimeof S., Peter, as if the Church had 

had noneede thereof after him. But it is the 
cuſtome of God to make the firſt formes' of 

things Moulds , and afterwardes to let 
the ſame be continued by ſucceſsion 

and propagation 'according 
to their nature, 


TESTIMONIES OF THE 
Fathers,and of Conncels, for the ſu- 
premacie of $. Peter. 


T ſhould not bee necdefull ro 
roccede here any further : bur 
bk heretikes be ſo impudenr 
49S lyars, as to ſayc that the aunciene 
Farken hate neuer giuen to S. Perer nor to | 
1% his ſucceſſors, Biſhops of Rome, thoſe names 
of Prince , of Head, or of Soneraigue , I will 
bring foorth ſome reſtimonie for to con= 
found them. 


S. Irene, being neere rothe time of the xceal, 


Apoſtles ſaid : Thatir muſt neceſſarilie bee, 

that all the yniuerſal Church, that is to ſay, 

all the faithfull which bee in all the worlde 

ſhould reſorte to the Romain Church for 

her moſt high principaline , and doth adde, 

that in this Church, the true traditions of 

| the Apolltles, and the faith which giveth 
hfe, hath alwaics bene kepr. - 

_ v. Cyprian , hee vvhich forſaketh the 

Gd _ Chairs 


Mi 
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WL Cyp1.de Chaireof Saint Peter, vponthe vvbich rhe 
vaita, eccl. Chyrch is founded, doeth hee thinke to bee 
Ecp.55-69 jn the Churche? Morcouer hee doeth- call 

S.Peterthe head, the fountaine,the Roote, 
and the matrice of the Chureh: Hedoth at-= 
tribute to him the ſupremacieof the apoſtles 
in preheminenceof excellent grace, he ſaith 
that vnfaithfulnes can not haue acceſle to 
the chaire of S, Peter, and that the caufe of 
all hereftes proceedeth of this,that men bee 
not obedient toone onely Biſhop, Vicar of 
Icſus Chriſt . ; : 
- 9. Hierome : Among the twelue Apoſtles, 
mo © oncis choſen head for to take awaie all oc= 
ow-7'- cafionsof ſchiſme: And being inthe holie 
place of our Lords natiuitie in Jurie, he did 
write to Rome to Pope Damaſus in theſe 
tearms:Loe here the faith which Ihauelear- 
ned inthe Catholike Church : If I do erre in_ 
any maner of faſhion as ignorant, or as miſ= 
aduiſed:I deſire that you corre& me, firhens 
that you haue the ſeate and the faith of S. 
Peter. And if you allow my confeſion, I 
proteſt rhem boldlie againſt who-ſo-euer 
ſhall reprooue me: that] am not ignorant,& 
that hee is wicked or an heretike, Your citie 
of Romeis happie, vvhere the faith of the 
fathers keeperh it (elf raccraprnd. Berothe 
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OF CATHOLIKE RELIGION. ToJ 
euill children haue conſumed their Patrt- 


monie. Flere the good graine is degenerate | 


into cockle , whereas your Rome being all« 


 wayes fertile with dinine ſeed, watered with 


heauenly graces,fruftifyed in one ſelfe-ſame 
puritie, Nowe in the weſt, the ſonne of Tu- 
{tice doth riſe : Here inthe Faſt, that Luci- 
fer vvhich did fall from heauen, hath ſerhis 
throne : I pray you therefore to teach mee 
rhat which I ought to keepe ſecret or vtter, 
concerning the faith , I ſhunne cuerie here= 
tike, I followe you onely , Iam the ſheepe 
which demaundeth ſuccour of the Paſtour: 
I ſpeaketo the ſucceſſour of the fiſher , to 
the difciple of the Croſſe, I holde mee to 
your holines,thatis toſaye, tothe chaire of 
S.Perer. I know that vpon this Rocke the 
Church is grounded , that whoſocuer out of 
this houſe or eate the Lambe, heeispro- 
phaned , heeis notof Teſus Chriſt : he is of 
Antichriſt. Moreouer he calleth the Romain 
Church a verie pure fountaine,vvhich doth 


_ not recciue Illuſions againſt the faith:which 


hath neuer nouriſhed herefie : vvhich hath 


alwaies continued immicularte , Ruffinus RuEinfym 
faide alſo that neuer hercſie tooke beginning PITTS 
 atRome. y '© Aug.tr 


Ss. Auguſtine ; yvho knoweth nor the 


15, & 124. 1 
Ep. 164. lis 
prun? de Bapt. 
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principalitie of the Apoſtlefhip of S. Peter 
15 to be preferred before any Biſhopprik. The 
Principallitie of the Apoſtolike chaire , hath 
alwaies had force in the Romain Church: 
S. Peter as concerning his perſon, by nature, 
was buta man, by grace a Chriſtian : but by 


more abundant erace, that on theſelfeſame 


man, is the chiete Apoſtle : and for the ſu- _ 


premacie of his Apoſtleſhip doth repreſent 
tlie vniuerſall Church. And ſpeaking of 
the Repentance of Saint Peter : Our Lorde 
Avo.fer. Cayriihe ) hath healed the diſeaſe of all the 
x44.depa, Podie inthe head: and in the verie toppe of 


K Pa the Church. And praying for S. Peter hee 


hath prayed for al,for that the benefit of the 


Aug,inq. head doth redounde to thepeople. He doth 


vet.& nou. cmoreouecr call the Pope Father of the Chriſtie 
Tell-4-75* ay po 
| S. Ambroſe ſayeth, our Lorde aſcending 


i S. Peter is the gouernour , that ſhip docth {6 


; {wimme inthe high Sea of the worlde , that 

the world periſhing, ſhe ſhall keepe ſafe: (as 

did thearke of Noe in the ſhipwrake of the 

. world) thoſe whome ſhee ſhall hauc recca- 
ued. And as theflud being paſled, thedoue 


| brought into the Arke the figne of peace: 


eucn(o after the burning of the vvoride,to 
ep OH . thole 


into the onely ſhip of the Church , whereot - 


Y 
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thoſe whome the Arke of the Church ſhall 


repreſent Ieſus Chriſt ſhall bring the ſigne 


ot his peace & of his Toye, He ſaith further, 
that Peter 1s the Vicar of the Loue of Ieſus 


Chriſt rowardes vs : that hee is the ſtone of 


Churches, which, as an vnmoueable Rocke 
conteyneth the heape and ioyning together 


of all Chriſtian building : That, not'S. An= 


drery but S.Peter hath had the primacie and 


care of Churches, Optatus among the Oput. lu; 


markes of the truechurch purteth the chaire 
of S. Peter for the firſt and chiefe. "There is 
(faith he) but one only chaire, which hath 


poltles,S. Peter hath bin prefident:in whom 


the vnirie of the chaire is kept of all, and hee 


ſhould be a ſchiſmatike and vvicked man 
who againſt the ſingular chaire, would ſer 


Vp another. 


_ S. Leo. Ofall the worldeonely S. Peter 
is choſen preſident for the vocation of the 


And all though there bee manic Prieſts and 
manie Paſtours, among the peopleof God: 
YerS.Peter docth gouerne themall : Andir 


was ſo ordained by great prouidence , thae 
in cuery placethere ſhould bee one head: in 
the great townes other ſuperiour heads has 


+4 > o=os <A wes ws  <— gp. ct q ro 


rs 


bene ſer at Rome, wherethe head ofthe A- 


LeoJker.z- 
centils, &for all the fathers of the Churche 
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uing more ample Turiſdition , by vyhoſe 
meanes the care of the yniuerfall Church 
fhould come tothe ſcare of S.Peter:and rhar 
nothing ſhould bee diſagreeing with his ſo- 
ueraigne head, 

Rroſper. Rome is the ſeate of S. Peter: | 
A Hatchet of herefies : the head of all the 

Prof.lib.dc World : That which ſhee can not poſleſſe by 

Togratis Armes,ſhe doth hold the ſameby religion. 

8. Gregorie: Itis moſt cleere vnto al thoſe 

thatknow the Goſpel, that the care & prin 
cipalitie of the whole Church hath bene gi« 
uentoS, Peter, Princeof all the Apoſiles,by 

the voyce of our Lord him ſelfe. 

Bcd.invig, S. Bede. S.Peter hath ſpecially the keyes 

| $.And. of the kingdome of heauen, & the principa« 
liteof Iudicial power , to the end that,al the 
faithfull which are inthe worlde,might vn=- 
derſtid,thart whoſoeuer doth ſeparart himſelf 
from the ynitie of the faith, & of the ſocietie 
of S.Peter, hecan notbe abſolued from the 
bandes of his finnes , nor be broughtin ar 
the gate of the kingdome of heauen, 

Ber.ep.190 S.Bernard. A man doubles very holy,and 
very farreoft fro all flattery,obſeruing cuery 
where the ſcueritic of brotherlie correion, 
vſed theſe termes to Pope Innocer : we mult 
bring toyour Apoſtleſhip all the perils and 


ic ane 
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ſcandals which riſe inthe Church , being a 

thing meete that the detriments ofthe faith 

may bereſtored inthart place,where thefaith 

canot receiue detrimet : for this is the prero= 

gatiueof that ſeat, And to Pope Euge, Thou Berazr1. x; 
art the great Prieſt , the ſouerazgne Bithop, de confid. 
Prince of Biſhops , Inheretour of the Apo- | 
ſiles:In Primacie Abel:In Patriarchie Abra- 
ham:Moiſes in authoritie: S.Peter in power: 
Tefus Chriſt in vnRio, The others haue cue 
ry one flocks alsigned apart:to thee al flocks 
are committed, & thou art not only Paſtour 
of ſheepe,but Paſtour of Paſtours, 

Among the Greekes,Origen ſaith that the 
gouernement of the Church hath bene gi= 
uen to9. Peter: that S.Peter is the chicfe or 
head of the Apoſtles, hauing more power & 
perfeCtion then others. 

S. Greg. Nazianz. The diſciples of Ieſus 
Chriſt, all great & excellent , & worthie to 
be heads, haue neuertheleſſe bene very wel 
content to be put behind S.Peter vpo whoſe 
faith the Church hath her foundation. 

To. Chrifoſt. Ourlord hath ſhed his blood Chryls. « 
for to get together the ſheep of who he hath de lacerd 
gi the chareeto 9. Pe. & to his ſucceſſors. 

ieremie was father to one nation, but Jeſus 
Chriſt hath ſer S.Perer ouer all the world. 


| 
} 
o 
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Bafl.depe: S.Baſil. Teſus Chriſt him-ſelfe is trulie the 


immouecable rocke,S.Peter is ſo by reaſon of 
that Rocke : Ieſus chriſt giuing him his dig< 


niries, doth not ſpoyle himſelte of them, nor 


| hath any thing leſle, 
Theophin Theoph.bringeth in our ſauiour ſpeaking to 


alla verba $S Per. Thou whol haue made Prince of the 


Confirma 


Ss diſciples, who after thou hadeſt denied me, 


haſt againereceiued the Primacie of all , rhe 


preheminence of the whole world , who art 


after me the ſtone,and rhe foundation of the 


Church,confirme the others, & beto them | 


a good example of repentance. 


| S$. Thomas citeth our of S. Cirill rheſe 


wordes, as Icſus Chriſt hath receiued of the 
father the ſcepter of the Gentiles;eue ſo hath 
he plainly commitred ittoS. Peter & to his 
ſucceſſors; and hath not given that which is 
his own to any other but vnto S.Peter. 

Epiphanems : Occumenins : Enthymins : and all 
the reſt of the auncientGreekes , doe ſpeake 
of this matter conformably ro the Lartines: 


And Origen, and S. Hierome haue applied. - 


tharplaceof S.Paule to the Romaines,( your 
_ faith ts preached through the vninerſall world:) 
in the {ence of the principalitie of the Ro= 


main Church:As if S. Paul ſhould por thaks 


at place, 


which 


— oo” weo— 


to GOD forthe conuerſion of 1 


a 
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which ſhould'be the oracle of the vninerſall 


Church, and wherof dependeth the conuer= 


ſion of the whole world. | 
Ephrem the Syrian laith, that., as Moyſes was 

head of the focietie of the Hebrewes ; euen 
ſo was S. Peter of the Church of Chriſtians: 
And as the one was prince of theolde Teſta- 
ment : ſothe other is likewiſe head of the 


One Eritrianus in the time of Emperour 
Emmanuel ; It doth appeare manifeltlie by 


_ euidence of the thing ir ſelfe , that our ſa» 


wmour hath apointed S. Peter Prince & head 
for cuer , notonly of the Larines and of rhe 


} Greekes, but of Armenians , of Arabians, of 


Jewes, of Madianitcs, of all the peopleof the 
Eaſte,and of the Weſt , of the South and of 


_ theNorth. 


The Generall Conncels, which beeas it 
were, the cheefe (car of the holy Ghoſt, doe 
reſlifie of the Primacie of the chaire of S.Pe- 


ter, as it doth appeare inthe farſt Councel of ,-_ _. 
Nice, where it is ſayd that the Romaine 


Church is theRuleof the others. 


4. - Inthe Councelof Calcedon, where Pope Condi.Cat: ' 
- Leo is caled the Bithoppe of the vaiuerſall :.A&. 


,” 
oy 


_. Church,to whomthe keeping of Gods vine= 
p yard was committed, by our {auiour. 
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Con-conſt, Inthe Councel of Conſtantinople, where 


Menas the Patriarch was preſadet, it is ſaid: 


wefollow the Sea Apoſtolike, 8 yer we obey 
with them which communicate with it, wee 


communicate , thoſe which are condemned 
by ir,we condemne alſo. 

In the ſeauenth Synod of Carthage the 
ſcar of S.Peter hath primaciethrough all the 


worlde, being head of all the Churches of 


God.. 
\ In the Councel of Larerane: where the 
Greckes & the Latines were. In the generall 


Cone Lar. Councel of Lyons,& in the Councel of Flo= 


rence,by conſent of the Greeks & of the Las 


worlde, that the Pope is the true vicar of Ie=- 
ſus Chriſt, father and doctor of all the Chri= 


_ ftians and head of all the church. 


He ſhould make a greate volume, which 
would gather together all the teſtimonies of 


' Theod.ib, the ſupremacie of S. Per. & of his ſucceſſors 
{ $<-14.a. ouer the Church. This poynt was ſo clecrein. 
| ecol.Cxth. theprimitiuechurch, that certain hererikes, 


for to procure authoritie to their ſe, did 
faigneto haue communion with the Romain 


rines,itis ſaid & defined,that the holy Apo: : 
ſtolike Seate & Biſhoppricke of Rome,doth 


holde the Premacie ouer all the Vamerſall 


* church,ſofarre forth, thatthe Donatiſts did- 
+ ; ſuborng 


4 


4 
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ſuborne a Biſhop of their ſeQ , whome they 
cauſed to remain at Rome ſecretly, that they 


might ſayethat they had that markeof the 


rrue church, which is of the chaire of S. Per, 
And they ſuborned on other,which did pra» 
Qiſe with ſome raskall fugitiues of the citie 
of Rome coming fro thence, ſor to proue by 
them that he was Biſhop of Rome & ſucceſs 
ſourof S. Peter, but theſe companions being 
conuiRed of this falſhood were ks 

and maderidiculous. | 


\ The Emperours themſclues haue acknow- 


ledged the biſhopof Rometo be head of the OpHrL, x; 


yniuerſal Church:and they haue called him, 
Paſtonr of Paſtours father of fathers, & the top 
of the crown of the Clergie:and that ſo publik- 
he, as the Paynim Authors make mention 
therof,as it apearceth in Amianus Mancellinus 


which named Pope Liberinsſoucraign biſhop 


of the Chriſtian law,and the EmperourCon= 
ſtance cauſed S. Athanaſius biſhop of Alex« 
andriato beſent ro the ſame Pope, of pure 
pole to cauſe him to be condemned by him 
which hath the ſoucraigne authoritic our 


__ _theChriſtians, 


Thus by theſe teſtimonies aſwell of the 
Goſpel,as of the ancientfathers & councels; 


. andbythepraQiſcofthe Churchit ſelfe, ft 


Af1 thence 


* 


- lons 


112 THY FIRME FOVNDATION 

thence the Apoſtles to this day,it ismanifeſt 
thatthere hath bin one ſoueraigne head in 
the miniſterie of the Church, vicar of the 
ſoucraigng head ef{entiall, Iefus Chriſt and 
ſuccefſor of S. Peter, in that vicarage: to 


whome all Catholikes which .are diſperſed 


throughoutthe world, arc ioyned as mem= 
bers to their head. - 
 Loe here 12, markes of the true Church, 
Thar is to ſay,1., The poſleſsio & property of 
the name Catholike 2. The ſucceision of the 
Apoſtolike prie{fihood,z. Antiquitie, 4. The 
| lonecontinuacewithourinterruption 5. The 
largenes of the kingdome: 6, The viRorie 
of rhe whole world, by efficacie of doQtine, 
7. I heconformitie in dotrine with the Pri- 
mitiue Church. 8. The holines of doarine, 
9. The holineſle of life of the poſleſſours: 
to, the olorieof miracles: 11, The Infelicitie 
of the impugners,and proſperitie of the Pro 
tetours: 12. And the vnion of the members 
with their head, the ſucceſſourof S. Peter. 
Theſe are compriſed in foure wordes of 
the Creed ,thatis to ſaye , 1n that ſhe is0xe, 
Holie,Catholike,& Apoſtolikg.T do nor center 
here into the groundes of the dotrine of the 
Catholike Church : The principall ſcope of 
this preſent Treatiſe, yvas onelie to ſhows 
Re ws _ that 


f 


} 
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that our of the Catholike Church,man can 
x notbee ſaued what-ſo-cuer thing he doth, 
whereunto I haue added theſe outwarde 
markes the which withoutfarther diſputati- 
on may beſufhcientto euery Chriſtian man 
to reſolue him ſelfe , touching all difficulties 
whartloeuer, for all the controuerſtes which 
haue bene,are, and euer ſhal be, in thefaith, 
doe reſte therein : and are reduced to that 
- onely head,to findethe true Church. Which 
beeing oncefounde, a man is out of all has 
zard and perril of errour. For all agree vpon 
this principle,that thereis butone Church: 
and thatthe ſame can not erre, being ( as 
) faithS. Paule) Thepiller 4nd ſure grounde of 
erueth. And therefore whoſocuer ſhall doubt. 
of any thing, (as of Sacraments, of the In- 
uocation 7 Saints , of praying forthe dead, 
or of any other poynt of learning ) he muſt 
onely marke: that which the Church doeth 
reach rhereof,& then, thereypon to relolue 
him-ſelfe more aſſuredlie, then if an Angell 
_ of heauen were deſcended expreſſely, to in- 
| forme him of theſame. And euery other con» 
- greoation which ſhall call it ſeife the church 
teaching rhe contrary , muſt needes Ze con» 
© Pinced of falſchood, of being ſent from Sas 
1. than,ofhereſie,and of ing _ 
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All the markes of the Catholike Church 


are cuidently found in the Romain Church: 
The reſpe& of the name Remain, is not tothe 
town of Rome, bur to the chaire of S. Peter, 


which hath that highnes of glorie, to haue 


O 


bene chiefely and eſpecially priuiledged by 
the prayer and promiſe ot our Sauiour, who 
prayed for S. Peter , to that ende that his 
faith might not fayle: and founding vppon 
him his Church, hath promiſed vnto him 
that the proude gates of hell ſhal neuer pre« 
uail againſt her, as in faQ we ſee thatSathan 
hath ouercome the Churches of the other 
Apoſtles,and ouerthrowen their chaire, In 
Hierufalem, in Alexandria,in Epheſus, and 
els where: But not the chaire where-with S, 
Peter hath innobled the citic of Rome, This 
Church is onely, inuinſible, inſupplantable, 
immoueable fro her foundation:1r is ſhe that 
hath borne away. the viQorie of the whole 
world. She hath deſtroyed Paganiſme,ouer- 
throwen idolatry,cxpelled al herefies,tamed 
kingdomes & Empires , ouercome the Phis 
lolophers, driuen away the darkenes of the 
world, & hath gained to god al menof good 
wil]. She hath troden down and alwaies ſhall 
tread down the head of ſathan:She hath ben 


euer lithes S.Perer,anobjeRt vntothe world 


very 
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OF CATHOLIKE RELIGION. HF 
very apparit as a mountain of vnderſtiding 
a burning light not to be quenched,andan 
infallible Pole-ſtarre, direCting the waye of 
God. To her onely in the troubleſome and 
rempeſtious ſea of variable opinions of men 
we mult haue regard. She is the quickening 
plant that god hath planted in earth, hauing 
her Rootein heauen: Iris not polsible- for 
men to roote her out, no more than it is to 
throw down God from his heauenhie ſeare, 
vpon whom theis founded, All the hereſies 
of the world haue bent them ſelues againſt 
that Church : Tirants, Hypocrites, and euill 
Chriſtians haue aſſaulted her,but ſhe remai- 
neth vitorious ouer all her enemies, not by 
the merits of men, but by the efficacie of 
that prayer which our Saujour made to his 
father for thefaith of S. Peter,, and to make 
his promiſe effeQuall :'The promiſes of the 
trueth ir ſelfe can nor be vaine, ITeſus Chriſt 
{ayd of the temple of Hieruſalem, that there 
ſhould not one ſtone remaine vpo an other: 
and ſoit came to paſlle, the Tewes endeuo- 
red them ſelues vvith might and maine to 
build the ſame again, bur fter came fro hea» 
uen and placed itſelf in the foundations, for 
£0 hinder their interpriſe, Hee.ſaide of his 
church,thatit ſhould endure as long as the 
Hz; world 
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world ſhal remaine, And men do ſee that his 


therto ſhee remaineth 'as long as the worlde 
hath indured: heaue & earth ſhal paſſe, but 
the-words of our Sauiour ſhall nor paſſe: Ler 
theſe wicked ſpirits , heretiks, ſchiſmatikes, 
hypocrites, & deueliſh-men , lay their em+ 


Þuſhes,conſpire, make warre, & docall they 


can againſt that Church, yer ſhall they ger 
nothing. They fight againſt theprayer and 
promiſe of our Saujour : they doe fight a- 
gainſt God him ſelfe. The deuils haue nor 
gotten the victory in heauen againſt the 
Angels, neither ſhall they ger itin carth a= 
gainſt the Church : Many Angels did fall, 
many members of the Church do fall daily: 
Bur as the kingdome of Angels was neuer 
wholly ouerthrowen , ſo the whole Church 
ſhall neuer be vanquiſhed. Hell may ſhake 
the earth,butnot the heauens, The Church 
15 notanearthly building, a building of A= 
dam,a buildingof no other foundation then 
natural: Itis an heauenly building , whollie 
ſupernaturall and diuine,whereof,not man, 
bur God him ſelfe is the foundation, and 
Founder : and the Holie Ghoſt is the Archi= 
retwhich hath gathered together theliue= 
ly ſtones : this building is nat madeof men 
bernc by nature, as the children of gy 


butofmen made heauenly , regencrate-by 
grace,as the children of God. Fairh which is 
the bond of the body of that Church, is a- 
boue the heaue:the objeR of thatfaith, which 
is Jeſus Chriſt, author of that regeneration, 
doth appertain more to heauenby his diuine 
erſon,then to earth by that humain nature. 
[Therefore a thouſand hels ſhal neuer be able 
to preuaile againſt that church : whoſocuer 
thou art thersfore which haſt ſeparated thy 
{elf frothat Church,whatſoeuer thing thou 
doeſt, thou art not appertaining to Ieſus 
Chriſt, thou arr a meber of Sathan 6c a pray 
of cuerlaſting damnation, Goe abour the 
earth & the Sea, trot vp & down the world, 
& 2oe where thou wilt ſearching thetruth, 
thou ſhalt not finde the ſameour of rhis 
Church, The Church Catholike, Apoſtolike 
& Romain is the ſame of whom doth ſpring 
and riſe as from a center, all the doftrine 
of Chriſtianitiez the chaireof S, Peter is the. 
chaire of Teſus chriſt, and of the truth itſelf, 
_ alother chaires are the chaires of peſtilence. 
Take away fro before thy eyes thoſe clouds | 
of cuil opinions heaped together and thick- 
ned by falſe reportes againſt Eccleſiaſtical 
perſons, and do hinder thee to ſeethe truth, 
if there bee any fpottes in thoſe perſones 
5 | H 4 | which. 
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which beſerin the chaire of S. Peter,it muſt 


needs be that al the true childre of God find 
theſclues therby inwardly wounded,& pray 
to God to make the cleane.But in the meane 
time what ſo cuer they bein their maners, 
thoſe are particular matters perſonall, 6 ſe- 
parated from the chaire, which isa dignitie, 
authority & matter yniuerſal.] know that in 
many there is not a crom of holines of S.Per. 
& that they be ſcandelouſly gone aſtray fro 


the life apoſtolike, bur they reach the fauth of 
|S. Peter & the apoſtolike doatrme.Looke not 


then vpon the faults of the perſons: haue re< 


- 
. 


gard tothe promiſe and to the prayer of our 


auiour. If rhe defe&ts of the nuniſters be of 


more force with thee,or bear more ſway with 


the reuerenceof the prayer & promiſe of our 
ſaujour,tokeepe thee there, thou art vnwor= 
thie of any other prayer & promiſe of our ſa- 


uiour. The chaire of S. Peter is the miſtreſſe_. 
of the faith:T would thar ſhe were alſo the ex 


ample of holy life. But wharſocuer ſcandall 


there hath bin in ſome, thouſhaltfad others 


in the prieſthood & people,that better know 
thefaults wherein they are, then their ſelfe: 


more learned alſo, & les Ons intheir 
lle unperfeR then . 


maners,& in al poynts le 
—_ thy 


thee, for to alienate thee fro the church,than 


)) 


) 
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thy ſelf:& arein ioy & in peace of their con= 
ſcience in this Church. Thee they receiue 
the ſacraments of life euerlaſting,they exer= 
ciſe the works of charitie,& rherc attend the 
mudgcmentof God, Do not ſaye apart to thy 
ſelfe that thou doſt belecue the Goſpel , and 
that thou doeſt reſojue thy ſelf according to 
the expreſle word of God, euen fo ſaid Ar= 
rins, Manichens, Pelagirs, & all the auncient 
heretikes: Thou Joef! not worſhip Ieſus:Itis 
thy imagination and thy particular fancie 
(wherof thou doſt make an ]dol)which thou 
doeſt worſhip:Thou doeſt bow thy ſelf down 
before the word of the deceiuer that hath 
ſcduced thee, & not before the word of god: 
That which the Church doethreach, is the 
expreſſe word of God: That which the heres» 
tike doth teach, is the expreſſe woord of the 
deuil, which doth yſurpethe iudgement of 
the expreſſe word of God, and doth vſethe 
fame fe a baite, to make thee ſwallow vp the 
hooke of errour, This now ts the very grea« 
teſt of al ſinnes,for whereas al that ama may 
fayeoftheformalitic of finne, itis no other 
thing burtthe turning away and going farre. 
off from God. Thereis no crime which ſe- 
perateth more from God than herefic: and 
there is not a {innerthatleſus args £4 
$9 te 
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hateſo much as the hererikes. The ſinnes of 
works,adulterie,manſlaughter, couetouſnes 
& other, dodepriue me of the grace of god, 


but they do not driue a man frothe church, 
neither doe they cut away the roote of life, 
which js the faith by the which a man may 
finde the way to enter againe into grace: but 
hereſie dothnot only take away grace, bur 
doth alſo cut away theroot of life, and doth 
depriue men of theparticipation of all £ood 


thinzs thatbein the Church. The ſcriprure 


faith, that faith is the ſubſtance of things to bs 


hoped for : that withont faith, it is impoſcible to 
pleaſe God: that the iſt of God do linz by faith: 


thatis to ſay briefly, that faith is the founda< 
tion of all Chriſtian building. Now hereſte 


doth take away from vs faith; then onely he- 
relie is a ſufficiet cauſe why the hererike can 
neuer well grounde his hope , canneuer doe 
workeagreeable to God, nor can neuer haue 


the life of theiuſt of God. The other finnes 


bee asa tyle taken from rhe coucrte, or as 
aſtone drawen from thewall, which doerh 


much hurt ro the building : Butherehie is as' 


x were the vndermyning of the founda- 
tion, which dozth deſtroye the whole buil- 


ding. To bee ſhort: this kinde of argument. 


15 plaine and very true,that no man can ſaue 
i | hims 


I WY | 
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Church : The Sacraments bee not admi=- 


| ſoeuer thing that man Coth, itis impolible 


doth ſpeake to thecontrary.thy ſoule doeth 


| .OF CATHOLIKXE RELIGION, I2r ""M 
him ſelfe vvithout the Sacraments of the 


niſtred but by the Prieſt, the Prieſts be nor 
made but by the Biſhops , Biſhops bee nor 
made bur inthe Romain church , then whar 


by al impoſstbilitie toſaue him ſelfour of the . 
catholike,apoſtolike & Romain church, Do 
not reſiſt theſe arguments : the more thou - 
doeſt enforce thy {elf toauoyd them by eua- 
ſions,ſo many more halters doſt thou pur a= 
bout thine own neck, & ſmiteſt the axe into 
thine own foot: And whatſocuer thy tongue 
fighr againſt thee: and thy conſcience ſhall 

neuer be inreſt,aslong as thou ſhalt bee in 

herefie, And. Hierom ypon thoſe words of 
S.Paul,that an heretike is ſubuerred & con- 

demned by his own proper iudoement,(aith 

very well thus, thefornicator,the adulterer, _ 
the manſlayer & other cuil doers , be driuen Hicrimnepi. 
out ofthe church againſt their willes by the MIEGH 
Prieſtes : Bur the heretikes of them ſelues 

without conſtraint doe depriue them ſelues 

of the Sacratnents of ſaluation , and of all 

the good thinges which beeinthe Church, 
damning them ſclues wittinglie,and throw=. 
ins tliemſelues downe headlong from their: 

. $op's 
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proper freedome, into thebottomleſle pit of | 


cuerlaſtin o perdition, 


For concluſion, I will exhort thee, as the {| 


Angels of God did exhorte the handmaide 
Agar,that was departed with herſonne from 


the houſe of Abraham, whom tobring home 


againe,finding her in the wildernes taking 


he way towards Zgipt, he ſaid to her;poore 


ear,{eruar of Sara,from whence 


commelt thou ? and whether ooeſt thou ? 


rturne againetothy miltreſle, & humble thy 


felfvnder her hand:as if he would ſay,thinke 
on thy eſtate , thatthou commeſlt from a no+ 
ble houſe,rich, full of the bleſsings of God: 
that thou goeſt to caſt thy ſelfe as a ſtrayed 
ſheepe into the throate of the Wolfe , in the 
land of malediion:And al theſe things wel 
thought on, turne againeto thy miſtrelle,8& 
humbling thy ſelfe vader her hande, thou 
ſhale be happiein that houſe. Euen fo will T 
ſay to euery heretike , thinke that thou com- 
meſt from the houſe of the liuing god,which 
15 the catholik,apoſtolike, & Romain church 
in the which only is the grace of Teſus Chriſt 
and the remiſsjon of ſinnes, and all blefsings 
of God: and thou goeſt in to the ſet of a 


deceiuer, which is one particuler man, by 


whole mouth Sathan hauing deuided rhee 


| from 


_ pit of death and cuerlaſting damnation. 


Þ 


\ from the bodie of the onely Church, it muſt 


 tholike Church, the which can neuer erre, 
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needs follow that thou fall into the bottom- 

leſlepit of hereſie, which is the bottommleſle 
Takethen the exhortation of the Angel, 1,Cor. re; 

comforter of Agar, if not, thou ſhalt ſooge Heb. g. 

meete an other Angel which ſhalbe thy de-= 

ſtroyer.If thou haſf erred vntil this time,cut 

the threed of thy errours : renounce hereſle, 

and all newneſle of opinion, bethe diſciple, 

not of any particular man whatſocuer hee 

may be, were he more holieand more elo« 

quent then an Angel, burtonely of the Ca= 


for ſo much as ſhee is gouerned by the holie 
Ghoſt , and that Ins vs Chriſtis her head, 
which isthe ſure ground of the .Catholikes: 
vnto the which pray God giue vsthe grace 
to cleaue,and continue firme and (ure, & 
that we be found liuclie members - 
of his bodie, when weeſhall 
beiudged, 
(-) 
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Libellum hanc,Galliceintitulatuns Du 
fAirmament des Catholiques coarre | 
Abiſme des heretiques fideliter e Gal= 
licoin Anglicanum :dzoma , per nobilem 
virum Tohannem Pauncefote tranſlatum, 
ac per eximum Dominum Dom. Tho- 
man Stapletonium Anglum,S.Theologie 
profeſſor” examinatu ac manu eins proprid 
approbatum, Ac poſtremo ex primaria co- 


pia (mann dith D. Stapletoni ſubſignata) 
fidelter(teſte venerabili Domino D Wil= 
helmo Clederow Preſbttero Anolo)tran= 
ſcriptum tut poſſe imprimi, ac prelo com- 
mitti praſentium tenore atteſtor ego infra 
ſeriptus, Antwerpia 9.Oitob. An. 1 5 9 0. 


| Micael Hertſroey Bruegelius 
S. Theoloviz Licentiatus Ca= 
nonicus Cathedrals Feelefine 
B.Mariz Antwerpicnfis libro» 
rum Cenſor. | 
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